Horizons: Preserving the Past, Securing the Future, 1999 by University of Montana--Missoula. School of Journalism. Native News Honors Project
University of Montana 
ScholarWorks at University of Montana 
Native News Honors Project, 1992-2019 University of Montana Publications 
1999 
Horizons: Preserving the Past, Securing the Future, 1999 
University of Montana--Missoula. School of Journalism. Native News Honors Project 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/nativenews 
Let us know how access to this document benefits you. 
Recommended Citation 
University of Montana--Missoula. School of Journalism. Native News Honors Project, "Horizons: 
Preserving the Past, Securing the Future, 1999" (1999). Native News Honors Project, 1992-2019. 8. 
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/nativenews/8 
This Newspaper is brought to you for free and open access by the University of Montana Publications at 
ScholarWorks at University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in Native News Honors Project, 
1992-2019 by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information, please 
contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu. 
H orizons
P r e s e r v i n g  t h e  p a s t  
S e c u r i n g  t h e  f u t u r e
M ontana 's In d ia n s fa c e  the  challenges o f  the n e x t c e n tu ry
A S p ecia l R eport b y  the S ch oo l o f  Journalism  
T he U n iversity  o f  M ontana • 1999
INTRODUCTION
F o r  c e n t u r ie s , M o n t a n a 's  I n d i a n s  have
struggled to hold on to their identity and heritage. They 
have watched as their land w as taken from them, as their 
people were encouraged to disregard the ways of their 
ancestors, as some of their children m oved away or 
followed a path  of self-destruction.
ckfeet 
Rocky Boy*
But now, as the 20th century ends and the 21st begins, a new  door is 
opening. Som ething is different: The tribes are taking control of their ow n 
destiny. They are searching for heroes, for people to gu ide them into the 
new  millennium. And they are finding that these heroes are present within 
their own com m unities. They are their friends, their teachers, their 
neighbors an d  leaders— dancers, healers, basketball players and parents. 
M ontana's Indians are coming to realize that the success of the tribes in the 
21st century depends on themselves.
Before there were reservations, Indian 
males found heroic identity as warriors and 
hunters. Today, young Indians on the 
N orthern C heyenne Reservation are 
finding their heroes on the basketball 
courts and in schools. They are the heroes 
of a tribe tha t has been in need of someone 
to look up  to. Young men, such as Abby 
Russell, pounding  die schoolbooks and the 
floor boards of h igh school basketball 
courts, are pav ing  the way for the next 
generation and a new  brand of heroes.
On the Rocky Boy's Reservation, people 
such as Tom A rkinson and Russell Standing 
Rock are looking for new heroes to  carry on 
the tradition that Chippew a Chief Rocky 
Boy and Cree Chief Little Bear each used to 
hold their tribal bands together alm ost a  century ago. In 1915, when Rocky 
Boy and Little Bear secured a piece of land for their group of 400 
w anderers, no one thought the tribe w ould survive the century. They were 
poor. But the tw o chiefs clung to som ething money couldn 't buy: roots, 
values and culture. Today, the Indians of Rocky Boy's are still poor, 
accounting for alm ost half of the welfare case load in a  county of 17,000. 
M oney isn't there to carry them into the future, bu t culture is.
The nearly 10,000 Indians on the Crow Reservation also struggle with 
unem ploym ent and welfare. For years, tribal leaders have been seeking 
outside businesses to provide jobs for their people, unsuccessfully. Now 
their land, m ade famous by the 1876 Battle of Little Bighorn, m ay provide 
the launch site for the future of space travel. In fall 1998, the Crow Tribe 
joined the space race of the next century. The Crow are com peting against 
four other sites in  M ontana, Idaho and W ashington to become hom e to 
VentureStar, a $5 billion project under developm ent by aerospace giant 
Lockheed M artin Corp. If the Crow Reservation is chosen for the site, it 
could m ean a  new  beginning for a poor tribe.
O n the F lathead Reservation, the Salish and Kootenai tribes are keeping 
w atch over the one thing that has been a constant through 150 years of 
reservation life: their water. Through sheer effort and dogged conservation 
efforts, the tribes are preserving their lake, river and streams. They are
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gearing up  for the next century, a century that will see them take control of 
Kerr Dam, the largest hydroelectric dam in Montana.
The Assiniboine and Gros Ventre tribes have lived on the Fort Belknap 
Reservation w ith  one of the largest open-pit cyanide heap-leach m ines in 
the world. The decision to sell the land that holds the m ine w as m ade more 
than a century ago, an d  now  the tribes are fighting to m ake the land livable 
for future generations. It's a fight that has involved both  personal and legal
battles— including one of the largest 
settlements in M ontana history—but 
the tribes are persistent. The future of 
the land depends on them.
On the Fort Peck Reservation, the 
Sioux and Assiniboine tribes are 
protecting the future by protecting 
their children. Fort Peck has the first 
juvenile d rug  court on a reservation 
in the United States. It's a new 
strategy, one in w hich the parents of 
an offender are held accountable for 
their child’s crime. The program 's 
first graduates say it’s keeping them 
aw ay from dangerous drugs and 
decreasing the reservation's juvenile 
crime rate.
A lthough traditional Indian 
healers have been caring for the sick for millennia, in 1887 the federal 
governm ent called it a crime. Healers were treated as outlaw s and had to 
practice their medicine in secret. Not until 1978 w as the use  of traditional 
healing m ethods m ade legal. Doctors such as M ary DesRosier, on the 
Blackfeet Reservation, have been incorporating traditional healing 
practices w ith  m odern Western medicines. They say the cooperation 
between the tw o schools of medicine will som eday benefit us all.
A Blackfeet Indian, Elouise Cobell, is fighting for a better future for 
Indians all over the nation. More than two years ago. Cobell filed a class- 
action suit against Secretary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt. She claims that 
she and other hundreds of thousands of Indians have been shorted on 
lease m oney for land held in trust by the Bureau of Indian Affairs for more 
than a century. N ot only is it the largest su it ever filed by Indians—w ith  a 
half-million plaintiffs— the settlement could be the largest in U.S. history, 
w ith perhaps more than $20 billion at stake.
Overcoming years of oppression; searching for new heroes to guide 
them; fighting to preserve their culture and the w isdom  of their ancestors; 
forging new  paths to  economic security, M ontana’s Indians are facing the 
future w ith  hope. The 21st century is a new horizon, bright w ith heroes 
and self-determination.
—K atie Oyan and Ju lie  Sarasqueta
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Robert Big Sam, left, and his friend Brian, both 
Salish-Kootenai tribal members, spend a Sunday 
playing on the Flathead Lake shoreline. The tribes 
ozon the southern half o f the largest freshwater lake 
west of the Great Lakes.
Photographed by Jennifer Sens
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FLATHEAD The Source The sam e resource tha t caused the Salish-K ootenai tribes decades o f  problem s has become th e  key to  their success.
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CROW 
Launching a Dream
First there w as Cape Canaveral, then 
Cape Kennedy. O n e  day, space shu ttles  
m ay lift o fffro m  'C ape Crow.' 
S tory by  M ichael Fegely 
Photos by R yanne W illiams 
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FORT BELKNAP 
Tainted Land
The great-great-great-grandson o f  the  
m an w ho signed  a w a y the righ ts to  land  
that became a po llu ted  m ine  is leading  the 
effort to  ge t the  area-cleaned up.
Story b y  Shannon D in inny  
P hotos by N ellie D oneva 
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FORT PECK 
Finding the Way
A  novel approach to la w  enforcem ent is 
sa v in g  y o u n g  people and  their fa m ilies  
fro m  drugs. .
S tory by  M att G ouras 
P hotos by  Peta T inda TwoShoes 
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BLACKFEET 
Healing a Nation
Som e m odern W estern  doctors are 
s ta r tin g  to prescribe som e old tim e  
m edicine.
Story by  M ichael Lancaster 
P ho tos b y  Jam es V. Shipley 
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NORTHERN
CHEYENNE
The N ew  Warriors
Tribal members are cla im ing  their 
heritage to  act as role 
models fo r  a n ew  generation. 
S to ry  by  Paige Parker 
Photos by  Jason  M. A sters 
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ROCKY BOY'S 
Clinging to Culture
Through pow w ow s and  other traditions, 
the im poverished Chippewa-Cree Tribe 
invests  in  its  fu tu re .  
S tory by  C hristina Q uinn  
P hotos by Jason Lidholm  
Page 8
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NORTHERN CHEYENNE
"'New 
Warriors A b b y  R u s s e ll  leads Lame Deer H igh School to the sta te  playoffs.
A  N E W  
G E N E R A T I O N  O F  
H E R O E S  IS 
P O I S E D  T O  L E A D  
T H E  N O R T H E R N  
C H E Y E N N E  IN TO
T H E  F U T U R E  -----
AND T H E Y ’V E  G O T  
A W H O L E  T R I B E  
C H E E R I N G  T H E M  
O N .
WRITTEN BY
Paige Parker
PHOTOGRAPHED BY
Jason M. Asters
FROM THE EAST-FACING, DIRT-FLOORED TEPEE with 
the fire that never goes out, Gilbert W hitedirt helps guard the 
very future of the Cheyenne people: their past.
W hitedirt, along w ith his wife, Nancy 
Sandcrane, is the keeper o f the most hallowed 
of tribal traditions, the Sacred Buffalo Hat.
Every morning, W hitedirt, 62, rises to pray  
for h is people. He asks for the safety and 
health of the  5,000 Cheyenne w ho live on the 
reservation, and he prays that the 2,400 other 
tribal members in far-off places will return 
hom e soon. But sometimes, prayers don 't get 
answered until the plea has been nearly 
forgotten.
If the success of a people depends on its 
ability to produce the kind of heroes that the 
young can look up to and think, Maybe, 
tomorrow, that could be me, then boys like 
Abby Russell and men like Gilbert W hitedirt, 
Alonzo Spang, Winfield Russell and George 
N ightwalker may be enough to bring the 
N orthern Cheyenne safely through the next 
millennium.
As it enters its second century  on the 
reservation, the Cheyenne tribe is searching 
for someone, something, to fix its eyes upon. 
The forced removal of the Cheyenne from a 
long-established w ay  of life in the Black Hills 
onto  a southeastern M ontana reservation 
devoid of economic opportunity  exacted
perhaps its steepest price from the tribe's 
men. Denied their traditional tribal roles of 
hunter and warrior, generations of men who 
claimed the surnam es of heroes slipped into 
an identity o f personal tragedy, 
unem ploym ent and crime.
Now, men are com ing back from the place 
of despair w ith roots in HUD houses and 
welfare lines, acting in quiet, sim ple ways as 
heroes for Cheyenne boys.
Abby Russell is perhaps the youngest of 
this new generation of heroes.
Abby Russell, w ho dream s of going to 
college. Who has heard his father, mother,
N o r t h e r n  C h e t e n n e  R e s e r v a t io n
T r i b e : N o r t h e r n  C h e y e n n e  
M e m b e r s h i p : A b o u t  7 . 4 0 0  a r e  
E N R O L L E D , A B O U T  5 . 0 0 0  O F  W H O M  LIVE  
O N  T H E  R E S E R V A T IO N .
S i z e : 6 9 5  s q u a r e  m i l e s  
L o c a t i o n : S o u t h e a s t e r n  M o n t a n a . 
L a m e  D e e r , t h e  t r i b a l  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,
IS  I I 5  M IL E S  S O U T H E A S T  O F  B lL L IN G S .
coach and com m unity say This could be you 
so m any times, m aybe he's started to believe 
it. W ho m ust have heard a w hole section of 
bleachers praying that his early success on the 
basketball court will m ake w hat lies ahead a 
little easier.
Everyone is watching Abby and the rest of 
the Lame Deer H igh School basketball team. 
Watching Abby closest of all. By all accounts 
Abby is quick and bright. His coach says 
things about him  like, "Abby—if you 're 
guarding him, he'll just take you right ou t of 
your shoes."
A hero is hard  to define, but Abby could be 
on his w ay there if he m akes the right choices.
The reservation's only public high school 
just opened five years ago. Not long ago, the 
boys and girls w ho crowd the ou tdoor courts 
in Lame Deer had no hom etown team to root 
for.
But just a few years later, and the 
reservation has come to  Great Falls to watch 
their team  play  a t state.
Com e to w atch five boys, striding dow n 
the court, suspended a t once in both  the air of 
the arena and the gaze of a girl w ith a beaded 
Nike swoosh clasped securely in her long
4  The University of M ontana
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black hair.
With her sat the tribal council 
chairm an and about 300 other 
Cheyennes w ho hadn 't missed a 
game.
They were w illing their boys 
back from a first-round 
heartbreaker, hoping that success 
at this age w ould be enough to 
carry the boys and the tribe 
through what is to come.
The M orning Stars' coach, a 
Crow nam ed G ordon Realbird, 
started a 15-year basketball 
dynasty on his ow n reservation. 
He knows that these boys must 
no t m iss their first chance at 
being special.
"Right now  they 're  m aking 
history for the tribe, the school 
and for the community,"
Realbird said. "Hopefully, it can 
be a tradition."
A tradition tha t m aybe Abby 
can som eday say began w ith him,
"I alw ays tell them  to  make 
your relatives and your parents 
proud of you," Realbird said. "If 
you can do  that, you 're  on your 
w ay to som ething big."
Black Hills State University in 
Spearfish, S.D., has offered the 
18-year-old a track scholarship. 
But a stin t in  the M arine C orps 
interests him , too.
/ /T T IGHT N O W  
A v th e y 're  
m aking history 
for the tribe, the 
school and  for the 
com m unity. 
Hopefully, it can 
becom e a 
trad ition ."
Gordon  Realbi rd
C o ach  
L a m e  D e e r  High S c h o o l
Above: W in f ie ld  R u s s e ll ,  
fa th e r  o f  A b b y  R usse ll and  
com m ander o f  the M o rn in g  
S ta r  C hapter o f  the V ietnam  
Era Veterans, in s tru c ts  honor  
g uard  m em bers Isadore 
W h ite w o lf left, and  D ouglas  
Spo tted  Eagle before presenting  
the colors a t the  M o n ta n a  S ta te  
U n ive rs ity  A m erican  Indian  
C lub poimvow.
Left: L a m e  D ee r  H ig h  S c h o o l
a rt teacher George N igh tw a lker  
g ives sophom ore A m b e r  Black 
som e help  w ith  her d ra w in g  o f  
P residen t C lin ton .
A lthough it's  Abby Russell's 
thin legs that take him  up  and 
dow n the court a t afternoon 
practices and sum m er camps, it's 
his father, Winfield Russell, who 
motivates him , beyond a past that 
saw  the senior Russell 
hitchhiking hom e alone from 13 
m onths in Vietnam.
"A bby's dad has really just 
pushed him ," Realbird said. "If 
you d o n 't have the support at
home, it's just tough to m ake it."
On his w ay  hom e from the 
w ar in the early '70s, Winfield 
Russell, the son of poor parents, 
found him self alone a t an  em pty 
airport. Unlike the w arriors w ho 
fought for the Northern 
Cheyenne in the days before the 
reservation, no  tribal delegation 
came to  d rape  a blanket o f honors 
upon their returned w arrior; no 
m other show ed u p  to w rap arm s
of love around  her now-safe son. 
So Russell started  hitchhiking the 
105 miles back to N orthern 
Cheyenne. By his account, it took 
him  years to get there.
He d rank  for 12 years to  hide 
the m em ory of w hat he had to 
do. "I used to really hate my 
uniform ," Russell said. H e sought 
counseling, qu it the bottle, began 
w hat w ould tu rn  into today 's 18- 
year career in law  enforcement.
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NORTHERN CHEYENNE
G eorge N ig h tw a lk e r  spent h is  childhood divided between tw o reservations: H is w in ters were spent w ith  the Sou thern  C heyenne o f  
Oklahoma, his sum m ers w ith  the  N orthern  C heyenne o f  M ontana . A fte r  earning his degree a t M on tana  S ta te  U n ive rs ity  in Bozem an, 
N igh tw alker re turned to th e  N orthern  C heyenne Reservation to become one o f tw o C heyenne teachers a t Lam e D eer H igh School.
Became a hero to his ow n son.
And when he could finally pu t on his 
uniform, Russell said, he founded the 
M orning Star C hapter of the Vietnam Era 
Veterans and became the honor guard 
commander. So that if his boy chooses to  join 
the same Marine C orps of Winfield Russell's 
youth, Abby will at least come hom e to  a 
cheering crowd.
Hopefully, in the w ar that Abby and many 
other young Cheyennes will be fighting, 
education will be the weapon, and college 
will be the battlefield.
Alonzo Spang, the retiring president of the 
local Dull Knife Memorial College, has no 
doubt that as long as the tribe celebrates the 
history so vigilantly defended by W hitedirt, 
the Cheyenne people will survive the 21st 
century.
"W hen you look a t the history of our 
people, w ith the kind of deliberate destruction 
of a culture that the governm ent launched 
against us, it's a miracle w e're  still here," 
Spang said. "The Northern C heyenne will 
survive the 21st century because w e have 
som e of the sam e values and perceptions that 
have enabled us to survive since 1492."
Spang's grandparents, toddlers during  the 
Battle of the Little Bighorn, never learned 
English. In their hom e next to Spang's 
parents, they taught the boy the language that 
he said guided him  to become the first
Northern Cheyenne to earn a doctorate.
Now president of Dull Knife, the tribe's 22- 
year-old college, Spang is counting on that 
sam e language to secure the future by 
preserving the past.
"I can see the day that there will be a Ph.D. 
in [the] Cheyenne [language]," said Spang,
MiAYBE IN the .future, students 
w ill say, 'Well, I can 
be a w arrio r if I go 
and  get m y degree.' "
G e o r g e  N ig h t w a l k e r
T e a c h e r  
L a m e  D e e r  High School
who earned his ow n doctorate in counseling 
from Arizona State University. "The strength 
that 1 got from those teachings is w hat sees 
me through."
After leaving the reservation to gam er an 
education an d  begin h is career, Spang 
eventually came hom e for good in 1994. He 
insists that those w ho leave should  return to 
lead others on the reservation. Spang's own 
grandfather encouraged him  to use his 
education to come back and help his tribe.
His exam ple m ay be helping. "I've had a 
lot of people come and tell me, 'If you hadn 't 
gone to college, I w ou ldn 't have gone to 
co llege,'" Spang said.
But Spang knows that his presence alone 
will not bring hom e the next generation.
George N ightw alker began his education at 
Dull Knife and received a bachelor's degree in 
history w ith  a m inor in a r t from M ontana 
State University. His father, a  decorated 
veteran of World War II, got to see his son's 
college diplom a before he died.
He d id n 't get to see his son become one of 
only tw o N orthern Cheyenne teachers a t the 
new  Lame Deer High School. D idn't get to see 
him  show  k ids like Abby Russell how 
successful com ing hom e could be.
N ightw alker know s his is a face students 
m ust see.
"I do  realize I 'm  probably in the best 
position to help in here," N ightw alker said. 
"Change comes slowly if it ever comes a t all, 
especially here. Education of any sort is 
necessary for change—lasting change 
anyway."
The students in his classroom d o n 't see 
w ealth or prestige w hen they look^t 
Nightwalker, so they m ight not be hoping that 
maybe, tomorrow, that could be them.
But he has some advice for them, all the
6  The University of Montana
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/ / W T HEN YOUV V look a t ... the 
k ind  of deliberate 
destruction  of a 
culture tha t the 
governm ent 
launched against 
us, it's  a m iracle 
w e 're  still here."
A l o n z o  S p a n g
P r e s i d e n t  
Dull Knife  M e m o r ia l  C o l le g e
Above: A lo n z o  S p a n g  s tands beside the house on the reservation where he was born— his g randm other 's  hom e in  Lam e Deer. H e  lived  
there w ith  f iv e  fa m ily  m em bers u n til he w as 7, w hen he m oved across the road to  another one-room  house w ith  s ix  others. 
Below: S p a n g , no w  president o f  D u ll K nife M em oria l College, w aits to speak a t a  Lame D eer H igh  School board m eeting.
same.
"Your distant relatives had the 
tenacity to stay w ith it, and you 
have the sam e abilities,"
N ightw alker said.
Because he acknow ledges that 
he is incapable of understanding 
the kind of death faced by his 
father in the Second World War,
Nightwalker doesn 't like to 
com pare his father's exploits on 
the battlefield w ith his own 
exploits in the classroom.
Still, he knows that the 
Northern Cheyenne men have 
faced an insidious death  of their 
ow n for the last century, and he 
hopes that education may give the 
tribe the strength to defeat it.
"M aybe in the future, students 
will say, 'Well, 1 can be a w arrior if 
1 go and get my degree,' "
Nightwalker said. "A s a historian and a 
Native American, I do  believe that tribes will 
survive. But I believe there needs to be some 
changes."
Spang sees the potential for education to 
bring lasting change to the reservation by 
creating new  heroes. When he took over as 
president in 1994, he began giving graduates 
of h is two-year college traditional gifts to 
signify their rite o f passage. One of them is a gym. The tournam ent is nearly over, and the
coup stick, given to the male students when pep band is flat broke. When Zethel Russell,
Abby's m om , com es over w ith  some 
cases of pop and offers them  to  the 
band as a gift in the nam e of her son, 
the band vow s to keep the em pty 
cans as souvenirs.
Because they have to keep 
thinking Thai could be me, o r it could 
all go away.
"They say thoughts are sacred," 
said Realbird, the coach. "If they start 
w ishing us to lose, it will happen."
The reservation watched Abby 
Russell lead. Watched him  lead his 
team  and his crow d past the carefully 
averted or determ inedly hostile gazes 
of the non-Indian spectators in the 
bleachers surrounding  the N orthern 
Cheyenne enclave.
They took tha t one. Abby Russell,
Simon W alksalong, Jason Talawyma 
and the other m em bers of the Lame 
Deer H igh School basketball team  ran 
dow n Noxon, 88-67, to m ake it to the 
M orning Stars' first-ever state tournam ent.
Took them  right ou t of their shoes. A nd the 
kids w ho  could be the next heroes of a tribe 
sent to a reservation in 1884 eventually 
brought hom e a fourth-place finish.
Some N orthern C heyenne w arrio rs have 
m ade their w ay back.
M aybe 116 years of prayers to the Sacred 
Buffalo H at are finally beginning to be 
answered.
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they 've attained w hat Spang calls the new 
w arrior status: education.
"We have to recognize and accept that 
w e 're  in the world of the dom inant society. ... 
We need to know how  that works, and you 
can only do that through education,” Spang 
said. "Through education w e can become 
more com petitive."
But now  w e're back in that Great Falls
ROCKY BOYS
Clinging
F o l l o w i n g  in  
t h e i r  
A N C E S T O R S ’ Culture
Left: C lem  G opher, a Chippewa-Cree and  m em ber o f  the 
Southern Cree Singers d ru m  group , practices a song  fo r  an 
upcom ing performance. T he g roup 's 14 d rum m ers travel 
across the na tion  to s in g  a t several pow w ow s a year.
Below: M a r k  J a r v e y  Jr., right, com petes ivith  tw o other 
children in  the T in y  Tot dance category at the Great Falls 
Powwow. T in y  Tot dancers are 5  years and  younger.
F O O T S T E P S ,  T H E  
C H I P P E W A - C R E E  
A R E  C O U N T I N G  
O N  P O W W O W S  
A N D  O T H E R  
T R A D I T I O N S  F O R  
T H E I R  F U T U R E
W R IT TE N  BY
Christina Quinn
PHOTOGRAPHED BY
Jason E. Lidholm
AT THE SOUND OF THE ROUND DANCE SONG, 
the children p u t dow n their foam frogs-on-a-wire and 
fake cigarettes and ran onto the University of Great 
Falls gym  floor. Francis Stanger got up  from his folding
chair underneath the basketball hoop and 
joined in. The 71-year-old Salish m an w ore a 
big smile and an outfit that d idn 't 
discrim inate on animal parts, w ith  fur 
covering most of h is head and a  fox face on 
his tomahawk. He never misses a dance.
Even Rose Jarvey, in her jeans and T-shirt, 
pried herself from sewing to join the others. 
H er 12-year-old daughter, in a peach fancy- 
dance dress, grabbed her hand  and led her 
onto  the gym  floor w here they latched onto 
the hand of another—from another tribe, 
another town.
The group form ed a circle, dancing
R o c k y  B o y ’ s  R e s e r v a t i o n
T r i b e : C h i p p e w a - C r e e  
M e m b e r s h i p : M o r e  t h a n  5 , 0 0 0  a r e  
E N R O L L E D . A B O U T  2 , 7 0 0  O F  W H O M  LIVE  
O N  T H E  R E S E R V A T IO N  
S i z e : I 8 9  s q u a r e  m i l e s  
L o c a t i o n : N o r t h - c e n t r a l  M o n t a n a . 
R o c k y  B o y . t h e  t r i b a l  h e a d o u a r t e r s . 
i s  9 5  m i l e s  n o r t h e a s t  o f  G r e a t  Fa l l s .
clockwise w ith  the seasons, w ith the circle of 
life.
Back in the Jarvey's hom eland in the 
shadow s of Bear's Paw M ountains, the belief 
in the circle and in the strength of the 
pow w ow  has kept—and, they hope, will 
continue to  keep— their tribe together.
Eighty-year-old Tom Arkinson has been a 
part of tha t circle and the pow w ow  since the 
days when the Chippew a and Cree joined as 
one tribe. Those were the days, he said, when 
pow w ows were a weekly event that only 
attracted tribal members. H e'd  go dow n to the 
dance hall every weekend, m eet friends,
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Left: D a lo n  
W e a se lh e a d  dances his 
w a y  around  the  circle in  
a traditional m en 's  dance 
a t the G reat Falls 
Pow w ow .
Below: T h e  sa c re d  
d ru m  o f  th e  R ocky B oy’s 
C hippeiva-Cree Tribe is 
believed to be one o f  tw o  
o f  i ts  kind.
celebrate and pray.
N ow  Rocky Boy’s has a yearly powwow 
that attracts more than 10,000 people. Local 
committees raise m oney year-round for prizes 
and to pay out-of-town drum  groups and 
dancers. On average, it is a $60,000 event.
"It's different than years ago," Arkinson 
said, sm oking a cigarette on h is family's living 
room couch in  their hom e in the reservation 
tow n of Rocky Boy as h is grandchildren 
roamed through. "N ow adays, you 've got to 
have the money."
Slowly, he stood up, walked into the 
kitchen and came back w ith a calendar of 
Rocky Boy's heroes. H e opened it and pointed 
to a picture of January 's hero.
It's Chief Rocky Boy, A rkinson said, not
m entioning that the  chief is also his 
grandfather. The caption under the picture 
described how, in 1915, Rocky Boy, the chief 
of a band  of Chippew a, and Little Bear, chief 
o f a band of Cree, persuaded the governm ent 
to tu rn  over a piece of land in north-central 
M ontana to their group of 400 wanderers.
W hat the calendar d id n 't explain, however, 
was the struggle the Indians of Rocky Boy's 
endured to stay together. O ld books and 
new spapers tell how  w hite people never 
thought the tribe w ould survive this century, 
let alone the next. The tribe w as poor.
Back then, the tribe 's only source of money 
came from  cutting w ood and, according to 
tribal council m em ber Duncan Standing Rock, 
picking rocks out o f farmland. It w ould  have
been easier for a 
C hippew a or a Cree to 
assimilate into another 
culture w here money 
flowed. But the tw o chiefs 
and the other heroes in 
A rkinson's calendar clung 
to som ething money 
couldn 't buy: roots, values 
and a com m on culture. It 
w asn 't m oney or land, but 
tradition that helped the 
Chippew a and C ree  ̂
survive into the 20th 
century.
The tribe still doesn 't 
have m uch money.
They've tried farming, 
ranching, even a ski 
resort. Nevertheless, the 
people rem ain poor.
Most o f the houses on 
the reservation are 
H ousing and Urban 
Developm ent hom es, and 
sw eat houses outnum ber places of business. 
More than half o f the 3,000 residents are 
unem ployed, and the tribe still accounts for 45 
percent o f the welfare cases in a county of
17,000 people. M oney w o n 't carry them  into 
the next m illennium , bu t their culture may. 
Tribal m em bers such as A rkinson are looking 
for new  heroes, people w ho will protect 
traditions such as the  powwow.
W hen his son E ddy asked in their native 
language about the future, A rkinson d idn 't 
say anything for a  while. H e continued to 
point a t the pictures of heroes and read each 
m onth’s  caption in Cree. W hen h e  had gone 
through the 12 m onths, he stared straight 
ahead and said tha t the children aren 't getting
It 's  different than years ago. 
N ow adays, you 've  
got to have the 
money."
T o m  A rk in so n
R o c k y  B o y  E ld e r
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ROCKY BOY’S
Above: R o se  J a r v e y  volunteers  
her tim e teaching beadzvork at 
R ocky Boy's E lem entary School. 
She ivorries that m any  children 
are not being taugh t traditional 
xvays a t home.
Left: E l iz a b e th  Top S k y  o f  
R ocky B oy's has w on several 
awards fo r  fa n c y  dancing. To 
her, dancing is a sp iritual 
experience. " It helps m e  
remember w hat's im portan t,"  
she says. D ancing also requires 
Top S ky  to  stay in shape— she 
ru n s  fo u r  m iles a day.
/  /  T h e  d ru m  has aT!certain effect, 
m akes m e feel good, 
helps m e 
holistically."
Jona t ha n  W in d y  Boy
T rib a l  c o u n c i l  m e m b e r  a n d  
c h a m p i o n  g r a s s  d a n c e r
as m uch direction as they used to.
"These young people, they like to travel 
around a t night," Arkinson said. "Years ago, 
our old people said, 'W hen the sun  goes to 
bed, respect the night.' [Now] it's  kind of 
scary."
Years ago, singers in pow w ow s had to  be 
upright in character; they couldn 't consume 
alcohol or drugs or have sex. They w eren't 
even allowed to kill bugs. It all started 
changing in 1964 when dancers began 
competing for money, said Russell 
Standing Rock, sitting behind a  fellow 
tribal council m em ber's desk. He had 
just returned from a funeral and left his 
office keys a t home.
The original purpose of prize money 
in the Rocky Boy's pow w ow  was to 
attract more people to the event. Within 
five years, their pow w ow  was 
considered one of the 10 best in the 
nation, Standing Rock said.
Today, aw ards are in the thousands of 
dollars, food isn't free, and crafts are 
sold on tables rented by the powwow 
committees for up  to $400, '
The great-grandson of Chief Little Bear, 
Standing Rock has given his fellow tribal 
members an  earful about w hat he sees as 
mixed-up priorities.
"1 see these m odern-day traditionalists 
being in ceremonies for profit only," Standing 
Rock said. "They have to be paid. This affects
where we are headed to  in religious life."
N ear his hom e in  the snow y hills just 
outside of the tow n of Rocky Boy, Standing 
Rock has a small w ooden shed in which he 
keeps sw eet grass, a thunder-beak whistle and 
the colorful, sacred d rum  he watches over.
The sweet grass is used for prayers; the 
whistle, shaped like an eagle's beak, and the 
yellow and b lue drum  are used in local 
ceremonies. Everything on the drum  has 
meaning, from the prayer ribbons on its stand 
to the circles painted on  the front and back, 
which signify day and night. Standing Rock 
built the shed to house these sacred objects as 
a sign of respect.
Between the shed and his red pick-up, 
Standing Rock stood an d  talked proudly 
about h is tribe's traditions. At 46, having 
spent years learning songs and listening to 
elders, he knows a lot about his culture and is 
often asked to be the emcee a t various 
powwows. In another shed h e  built, he keeps 
sound equipment.
Not long ago S tanding Rock was asked to 
be the emcee at the Gathering of Nations, a 
large pow w ow  in A lbuquerque, N.M. As 
emcee at Rocky Boy's powwows. Standing 
Rock has the freedom to explain the meaning 
of different dances an d  songs. At Gathering of 
Nations, he w as told w hat to say and when to 
say it, w hich included announcing sales at 
concession stands.
"It's all an  advertising situation," said
Standing Rock, a tribal council member.
The pow w ow  committee covered his hotel 
room and transportation costs and gave him 
an extra $1,500.
Emceeing on the weekends, "I could clear 
$40,000 a year easily," S tanding Rock said. "I 
[w ouldn't] even have to work."
For years, Jonathan W indy Boy d id n 't have 
to work, in the Anglo-American sense. He 
danced year-round, every weekend, until he 
became a five-time world cham pion and ten­
time U.S. cham pion grass dancer. Now, a t 40, 
he is a tribal council member.
"It all kind of depends on the eye of the 
beholder," W indy Boy said, referring to the 
ethics of prize money in powwows.
W indy Boy has been dancing since he was 
a child, living w ith  nine siblings in a one- 
room cabin w ith  a rug covering the d irt floor.
"W hen I w as 3 years old, my old m an 
w ould drive up  the driveway," W indy Boy 
said, while signing a stack of governm ent 
assistance checks on h is desk. "We always 
knew w hat to expect. H e'd  come in and start 
singing—w e'd  start dancing."
H is professional grass-dancing has taken 
him  across the United States and into Canada. 
W indy Boy has said he could make up  to 
$50,000 a year from prize money; however, 
considering the cost of hotels and gas, he says 
that's  not much.
But it's no t just the money that motivates 
him , anyway. Dancing brings him  health  and
j Q  The University ot M ontana
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Bead Wars
Beware: If it says ‘Indian-made,’ it probably isn’t
Sharon Cantrell, right, spent m onths 
m aking beaded wallets, key chains and 
moccasins. She gave them to  a friend to 
sell at a Seattle market. A few days later, 
the friend returned—w ith all of Cantrell's 
beadwork. She had com petition too stiff to 
overcome: beautiful—and cheaper— 
"Indian" beadw ork m ade by a German.
"This com petition worries me,” said 
Cantrell, 45, a m em ber of Rocky Boy's 
Chippewa-Cree Tribe. "It is going to ruin 
my business. ... |Indian] wom en are 
slowly giving up  on their sewing because 
they can 't [sell] it."
American Indian arts and crafts, such as 
the beadw ork m ade on Rocky Boy's, are a 
$1 billion a year industry, but Native 
Americans, such as Cantrell, are lucky to 
get even a 40 percent slice of the business. 
The figures were reported by USA Today, 
citing the federal Interior D epartm ent's 
U.S. Indian Arts and Crafts Board and the 
New Mexico attorney general's offices.
Authentic Indian artisans can't compete 
w ith the prices—sometim es 90 percent 
cheaper—of "Indian" jewelry, pottery, rugs 
and baskets m anufactured in places such 
as Pakistan, Thailand, China and Mexico, 
according to the article.
A nything "Indian made" that sells for 
less than $100 is probably a fake, experts 
told the newspaper.
Cantrell can attest to  the hardship  that
the com petition from non-Indians has 
produced.
A belt that she sells for $400 represents 
two w eeks of w orking six to eight hours a 
day, said Cantrell, w ho has been doing 
traditional beadwork since her 
g randm other taught her at age 10.
Last year, she said, she m ade about 
52,000.
The 1990 federal Indian Arts and Crafts 
Act provides stiff penalties, including jail, 
for counterfeiters w ho sell their products 
as authentically Indian. However, the law 
is rarely enforced—and no one has ever 
been prosecuted under it. A 1950s 
M ontana law  requires counterfeit Indian 
goods to be displayed separately from 
authentic ones and clearly labeled as non- 
Indian made.
For Cantrell, living in the isolated 
reservation tow n of Rocky Boy is an 
additional burden to business. Her main 
buyer is a shop in nearby Havre. But one 
buyer is not enough, and vendors' booths 
a t pow w ow s carry a price tag of between 
$300 and $450— more than she can 
manage.
Cantrell w ants to set up a Web site to 
advertise her products and those of other 
Indian entrepreneurs on the reservation. 
The problem  is, she doesn 't have a 
computer.
—C hristina Q uinn
prosperity, W indy Boy said.
"The d rum  has a certain effect, makes me 
feel good, helps me holistically," he said.
It has that effect on other dancers, too.
"It helps me remember 
w hat's im portant. You realize 
that you are healthy and [that] 
your family is w ith  you," said 
Elizabeth Top Sky, 27, sitting 
at one of the m any long tables 
in the em pty senior citizen's 
cafeteria in the town of Rocky 
Boy. "I think it is alm ost a sin 
to th ink about it as 
competition."
A tall, slender w om an with 
long, dark  hair, Top Sky said 
fancy dancing is a w ay to 
show  the spirits she is happy.
When dancing, she circles the 
floor and spreads ou t her 
arms, show ing the pink shawl 
she made. Women used to 
w ear buffalo robes and 
blankets as shawls. Top Sky's 
shaw l is decorated w ith angel wings to 
sym bolize her Indian name.
As children, she and her two sisters would 
coach an d  videotape each other to  perfect 
their styles. During the sum m ertim e, they 
travel to pow w ow s alm ost every weekend. 
Once, the girls' m other took out a loan to pay 
for a trip  to a D enver powwow. A few years
ago, Top Sky w on $1,800 for second place in 
the trick song category afid $1,000 for fifth 
place in fancy dance a t the World 
C ham pionship of Song and Dance in 
Connecticut.
"All my time has gone to 
dancing," she said. "If we 
w ere hom e on weekends, 
w ho knows w hat w e 'd  be 
doing."
Top Sky has another year 
o f college a t M ontana State 
University before she hopes 
to head to medical school at 
the University of Washington. 
Aside from studying, Top Sky 
spends her time running four 
miles a day, practicing her 
dancing and fixing her outfit.
The pow w ow  is the center 
o f her life, and Top Sky is 
afraid that the events are 
becoming m ore flare than 
substance.
At large pow wows, 
dancers com pete for thousands of dollars, 
under spotlights and in front o f huge crowds. 
Some w ear "gaudy outfits"—w ith  neon colors 
and sequins— to im press the judges, she said. 
She said she  understands w hat the old people 
are saying about money becoming the focus. 
"It's  really unfortunate it's going that way. I'm  
afraid our pow w ows will be som ething I
w on 't enjoy anym ore."
At Rocky Boy's Elem entary School, Rose 
Jarvey dem onstrated how  to thread a needle 
to a handful of Indian children.
"I'm  not going to  help you," she said. 
"You're going to have to learn to do  it 
yourself."
Kids can only be good a t beading if they 
practice, Jarvey said, as she  gave in and 
threaded som e of the younger children 's 
needles. If the parents w ork w ith  them , they'll 
be years ahead of the rest. Jarvey w orked  with 
her ow n daughter, Rebekah, w ho now  does 
skillful beadwork.
She took the tim e to teach her, Rose Jarvey 
said. "A lot o f people just d o n 't d o  that."
The time spent w ith  her m other an d  her 90- 
year-old great-grandm other has benefited 
Rebekah. She's the tribe 's Junior Princess, an 
honor given for cultural involvem ent and 
w orthy character.
They're not necessarily chiefs o r w arriors, 
but Rose an d  Rebekah Jarvey and the others 
are doing as Chief Rocky Boy an d  Chief Little 
Bear did: clinging to  culture. Maybe they'll be 
the heroes in the Rocky Boy's calendars o f the 
next millennium.
A nd under the pictures it will be w ritten  in 
Cree that it w as A rkinson 's w isdom , Standing 
Rock's convictions, W indy Boy's talent, Top 
Sky's exam ple and Jarvey's teaching and 
devotion tha t carried the C hippew a-Cree into 
the 21st century.
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Launching 
“Dream
T h e  n e x t  
G E N E R A T I O N  O F  
S P A C E  T R A V E L  IS 
R A P ID LY  
A P P R O A C H I N G ,
a n d  t h e  C r o w  
R e s e r v a t i o n  
C O U L D  B E  ITS  
L A U N C H  S I T E .
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Michael Fegely
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R y an n e  W ill iam s
IT IS A LAND MADE FOR EAGLES, and a
playground for the wind. A land of rolling sagebrush 
flats and sprawling w heat fields where horizon and 
sky melt into one. The remains of a vast inland sea that 
witnessed the rise and fall of the dinosaurs and, 65 
million years later, supported immense herds of bison 
and the people who relied on them  for their existence.
This is the Crow Reservation, a land made 
famous by an 1876 battle on the banks of the 
Little Bighorn River. A land dom inated by 
agriculture and mining for the last hundred 
years. And a land that could be the launch 
site for the future of space travel.
In fall 1998, the Crow Tribe joined the 
space race of the next millennium. A race that 
could m ake their land hom e to the next 
generation of space shuttles and an economic 
m odel for other reservations. Tribal leaders 
and advisers said it is a project that could be 
the ticket to economic stability and prosperity 
that would help launch the Crow Tribe into 
the 21st century.
The Crow are com peting against four other 
sites in Montana, Idaho and W ashington to 
becom e hom e to VentureStar, a $5 billion 
project under developm ent by aerospace giant 
Lockheed Martin Corp.
The proposed site would include a 5,000- 
acre combination launch pad and landing 
strip for Lockheed's VentureStar space 
vehicle, a $200 million futuristic "space truck" 
that Lockheed plans to  use for launching 
satellites and transporting supplies to and 
from the International Space Station.
Spaceport M ontana Inc., a group of 
investors from nearby Hardin, presented the 
idea to Crow leaders and advisers last year in 
Crow Agency, center of tribal governm ent on 
the reservation. And while apprehensive at 
first, tribal leaders said the opportunities that 
the project w ould bring outw eigh the 
problems.
Form er tribal chairm an John Hill Sr., who 
heads the tribe's 107th Advisory Com mittee, a 
group com prised mostly of elders, said he 
was w ary of w hat the VentureStar project 
w ould mean to  the reservation.
"I lost sleep for about two weeks to try  and 
figure ou t w h a t I'm  bringing in here," Hill
said. "Am I going to d isturb  the life of our 
people? Is it good or is it bad?"
But after reviewing the proposal and 
meeting w ith the VentureStar planners, Hill 
said he and the rest o f the advisory 
committee, all of whom  are former tribal 
leaders, endorsed the project, primarily 
because of the anticipated jobs and money it 
could provide to the tribe 's 9,974 enrolled 
members. It is a population that struggles 
w ith unem ploym ent rates that climb as high 
as 70 percent in the winter, and has few 
prospects for steady non-agricultural work 
other than those offered by the tribe or the 
federal government.
For this reason, Hill and others said the 
tribe needs to find businesses that are willing 
to open u p  shop on the reservation and 
provide job opportunities for the tribe's future 
h igh school and college graduates.
A dvisory committee member Fred Left 
H and said the tribe needs to  find ways to 
m ake the reservation a place where an 
education translates into a job opportunity.
"We have to guarantee that people who 
com plete their education do have a place on 
the reservation," Left Hand said.
C r o w  R e s e r v a t i o n
T r i b e : C r o w
M e m b e r s h i p : N e a r l y  1 0 , 0 0 0 .  a b o u t
8 , 0 0 0  o r  W H O M  LIV E O N  R E S E R V A T IO N  
S i z e : 3 , 4 9 2  s q u a r e  m i l e s  
L o c a t i o n : S o u t h e a s t e r n  M o n t a n a .
C r o w  A g e n c y , t h e  t r i b a l
H E A D Q U A R T E R S , IS  A B O U T  5 0  M IL E S  
S O U T H E A S T  O F  B IL L IN G S .
He added  that 
the infusion of jobs 
and money to the 
reservation would 
help elim inate the 
dependence that 
some people have 
on the tribal 
government. Left 
H and suggested an 
old model of Indian 
society.
"We need 
independence like 
100 years ago,
John  H i l l  Sr. w hen  a w arrior had
to depend on 
himself," he said.
While tribal leaders and advisers realize 
that the tribe w ould probably not benefit 
initially from  the high-tech jobs that would 
come w ith  the launch site, they said any 
agreement m ust include a guarantee that the 
Crow w ould receive training and job 
opportunities a t the site.
But as im portant as the jobs and income 
from the site are, some said it is the prestige, 
contacts an d  connections that w ould come 
from dealing w ith a large corporation on a 
lasting, visible project that would most help 
the tribe.
These connections, said Clara Nomee, 
m adam  chairm an of the Crow Tribe, would 
"prove to  other com panies that we can deal 
w ith a big company."
Nomee said the tribe has had a hard time 
luring outside businesses to the reservation, 
and a successful relationship with a com pany 
such as Lockheed could be the break they 
need. N om ee said there have been outside 
businesses on the reservation in the past. The 
Bighorn C arpet Co. operated a factory in
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T he C ro iv  T ribe has proposed 70,000 acres o f  reservation land fo r  VentureStar, a $5  billion spaceport in  the p la n n in g  stages by aerospace g ia n t Lockheed M a rtin  Corp. 
T he C row  are com peting  against fo u r  o ther sites in three sta tes fo r  the  bid. I f  th ey  w in , C row  tribal m em bers hope the project w ill bring  jobs and  boost their economy.
Crow Agency for seven years before it 
closed in 1974. M ore recently, Nomee said, the 
tribe bid to be the location of a new  state 
prison bu t failed to  get the contract.
Until final w ord on the VentureStar project 
is announced, N om ee said she is not going to 
count on anything.
"I'm  just kind of sitting back and watching, 
and if they com e back to u s  we'll sit dow n," 
she said.
If Lockheed decides to  launch VentureStar 
from "C ape Crow," it m ay be because of the 
unique tax incentives that come w ith 
operating a business on Indian reservations.
Federal program s aim ed a t prom oting 
economic developm ent and investm ents on 
reservations could give Lockheed incentives 
to hire and train  Indians to w ork at the 
facility. These incentives include a federally
funded, on-the-job training program  tha t pays 
part of the wages for Indian em ployees at 
entry-level positions; tax credits for hiring 
Indians; and incentives and tax credits for 
developing businesses on the reservation.
A nd not to be ignored is the tax-free status of 
som e Indian land. Tribal trust land, land that 
is ow ned by the tribe and held in tru st by the 
federal governm ent, is not subject to state 
property taxes.
In  addition  to the property tax breaks, a 
bill passed by the 1999 M ontana Legislature 
would exem pt the VentureStar project from 
the sta te 's business equipm ent tax, a potential 
$30 m illion savings. These, along w ith the 
federal investm ent and em ploym ent tax 
credits that Lockheed would get for operating 
on an Indian reservation, could m ake the 
Crow site a  profitable choice for Lockheed.
The tax incentives a ren 't the only  reason 
the Crow reservation m ade Lockheed's list of 
possible sites, according to  H arold Stanton, a 
H ardin law yer w ho helped propose the idea 
to the tribe.
The list o f benefits starts w ith  isolation. 
The section of the reservation tha t was 
proposed for the site sits on a  70,000-acre 
bench on the w estern bank of the Bighorn 
River. Like the rest o f the reservation 's 3,400 
square m iles of open grazing and irrigated 
farm land, the  area is sparsely populated. 
Only the occasional ranch o r  farm house 
breaks up  the seem ingly endless stretches of 
open land. This isolation is an  im portant 
consideration in the event o f an explosion or 
faulty launch.
The topography of the area also w ould 
benefit VentureStar on its return  trip,
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R ight: Y e llo w  ta i l  D a m  w as b u ilt on the Bighorn R iver in Fort S m ith  in 
1968. B uilders o f  the 525-foot-h igh dam  prom ised jobs to the C row  people, b u t 
the  tribe has seen little  change in  its  unem ploym en t and  poverty  rates. 
Belozv: T he C ro iv  R e s e r v a t io n  offers all the elem ents needed fo r  VentureStar: 
f la t  land on solid bedrock, isolation, nearby natural gas lines, pozver fro m  
Yellow tail D am , a n d  transporta tion  via H ighw ay 90 and  the railroad.
supporters said. Just under the area's 
shallow soils are layers of sandstone and 
shale. These sediments, deposited by ancient 
seas, form a natural, flat airstrip ideal for 
constructing the five-mile-long runw ay the 
craft would require for landing.
Stanton added  that the Yellowtail Dam, 20 
miles south of the site, could provide 
electricity, and a natural gas pipeline nearby 
w ould provide the necessary ingredients to 
m ake the liquid hydrogen and oxygen 
needed to pow er the craft. The low 
frequency of air traffic in the area and the 
proximity to rail lines and Interstate 90 for 
•y equipm ent transport are additional pluses for
the Crow, Stanton said.
The land that is proposed for the site, 
although w ithin the reservation boundaries, 
is not all Indian-owned. M any parcels 
allotted land, owned by individual tribal 
m em bers, have been sold over the years. At 
present, non-Indians ow n 49 percent of the 
2.2 million acres that m ake up  the Crow 
Reservation, and m ore is being sold every 
day. This is a trend tha t N om ee said the tribe
The University of M ontana
has been trying to reverse for m any years, 
and one of the Benefits that could come from 
the project.
Any land needed for the project that isn't 
ow ned by the tribe w ould be purchased in 
the tribe's name in exchange for an 
agreement to  lease the land to Lockheed.
This land acquisition and the money the tribe 
would receive from the lease could help the 
tribe w ith  m uch needed school funding and 
social services, Nomee said.
Because the land that w ould be required 
for the VentureStar complex would be 
purchased in the tribe 's nam e, the Crow 
would hold title to the land when the lease 
with Lockheed expires.
However, not all tribal members believe 
the project w ould benefit the tribe. Tribal 
member M arlon Passes said supporters of the 
project are looking a t the short-term  benefits 
o f the project w ithout considering the future.
"It's just like the Berkley Pit that w asn't 
looked at for the long-term ," Passes said, 
referring to the polluted mine pit in Butte.
Passes said the tribe has agreed to too
m any projects w ith the idea that the Crow 
w ould benefit, only to realize years later that 
the promises w eren 't kept.
"1 don 't w ant to  see it built, but if it is, it 
needs to be addressed how the tribe is going 
to benefit an d  w ho is going to get the 
money," Passes said.
The roads needed to transport the 
estim ated 3,000 workers w ho would 
com m ute to the w ork site each day would 
change the social dynam ics of the sparsely 
populated reservation, Passes added. The 
increase in population w ould bring an 
increase in social problems, he Said.
Tribal m em ber Lanny Real Bird saifj.the 
area 's sportsm en, the tribe's former foes in a 
dispute over fishing access to the Bighorn 
River, should join the tribe in opposition to 
the project. Real Bird said the possibility that 
the project could contam inate the river, land 
and air around the site should  be considered 
before speculating about jobs and money.
"If it w ere an opportunity  to gain land 
base [by reacquiring Crow land], that is good. 
But it is a delusion to think that jobs are more
Montana’s Indians 1999
im portant than our language and culture," he 
said.
Real Bird points to the 525-foot-tall 
Yellowtail Dam  as an exam ple of false 
prom ises an d  non-Indian influences on Crow 
land. The dam , w hich w as com pleted in 1968, 
has done little to change the unem ploym ent 
and poverty on the Crow Reservation, Real 
Bird said.
The VentureStar project's supporters said 
they d o n 't expect a single endeavor, no m atter 
how  big, to solve all o f the problem s on the 
reservation.
They said a focus on creating a reservation 
that provides educational and corresponding 
job opportunities for children, while allowing 
them to stay on their hom eland, is the secret to 
ensuring the long-term prosperity o f their 
people and culture.
Hill, of the tribe 's advisory committee, said 
if the VentureStar bid is successful, there 
w ould be new questions to answer.
"H ow  are w e going to get our youngsters 
ready to m eet the needs of the project?" he 
asked. "H ow  do w e get them ready to get the 
jobs?"
jo b 'w o n ^ ^ e e n h e ^ t t lT g u y ^ h e h tt l^ g u y  has S a i n t  X a v ie r  is a sm all, isolated reservation to w n , hom e to the S t. X avier M iss io n  and
to fit the job." Catholic School. A  nearby V entureStar could transform  the toivn.
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I f  th e  C r o w  T ribe w in s  the V entureStar bid, designers m a y bu ild  the launch pad and  land ing  s tr ip  on opposite sides o f  the  Bureau o f  Indian A ffa irs Road 91 , the m ain  route  
connecting  S a in t Xavier, in  the m iddle o f  the reservation, and  Pryor, 50  m iles to the west.
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F l a t h e a d  R e s e r v a t i o n
T r i b e s : C o n f e d e r a t e d  S a l i s h  a n d  
K o o t e n a i  Tr i b e s
M e m b e r s h i p : N e a r l y  6 , 8 0 0  a r e  
E N R O L L E D , A B O U T  4 , 0 0 0  O F  W H O M  LIVE  
O N  T H E  R E S E R V A T IO N  
S i z e : I , 9 4 2  S O U A R E  M IL E S  
L o c a t i o n : N o r t h w e s t e r n  M o n t a n a . 
P a b l o , t h e  t r i b a l  h e a d q u a r t e r s , i s  
L O C A T E D  A B O U T  6 0  M IL E S  N O R T H E A S T  
o f  M i s s o u l a .
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Kootenai person w ho know s how  to build a 
canoe," she said. There is w ork to be done.
"W hen the w hite m an cam e in, our lives 
changed," she said. H er eyes are sad as she 
looks a t the portraits of chiefs Victor, 
Alexander and Michel, w ho signed the treaty 
establishing the reservation alm ost 150 years 
ago. They did not do  it to  benefit themselves. 
They d id  it because they were thinking of 
their children and their children's children. 
They understood provision, and they were 
m aking a sacrifice.
//■  ■ 'he aforesaid confederated tribes of 
X  Indians acknowledge their dependence 
upon the G overnm ent of the United States," 
the treaty says.
In exchange for $120,000 over the next 20 
years, the Indians signed aw ay their 
independence in 1855, bu t the treaty allowed 
them to keep their water.
Clayton M att o f the tribal w ater rights 
office says he considers the sacrifices m ade by 
his ancestors in 1855 a key to the tribes' 
success.
"We have been able to take tha t docum ent 
forward in tim e," he said, adding that there 
have been other factors: location and a little 
luck.
Few er than 20 years after signing the 
treaty, white settlers began to move onto the 
reservation. Fifteen years later, the 
governm ent began allotting land to 
individual m em bers of the tribes and selling 
"surplus" land to  non-Indians. By 1934, white 
hom esteaders had acquired title to more than 
half the reservation.
Ron Therriault, w ho w as tribal chairman in 
1986 and now  lives in California, says the 
mid-1900s were a sad , w eak tim e for the
N e lso n  B ig  S a m  Jr.,
a tribal member, casts 
in to  B lue Bay w hile  
his sons, R obert and  
Joshua, head dow n the  
dock to play. A lth o u g h  
it is rare to see 
traditional f is h in g  
m ethods on th e  lake 
these days, som e tribal 
m em bers s till make the 
birch-bark canoes their 
ancestors used.
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tribes. "You had sort of a mental 
setting that the Bureau [of Indian 
Affairs] w ould tell the tribes what 
to  do  and they w ould do it," he 
said.
The Kootenai and Salish 
languages began to fade. Children 
w ere sent to boarding schools so 
they could not be taught the culture 
and traditions of their roots. During 
this tim e of weakness, the tribes of 
the resource-rich Flathead 
Reservation were targeted for 
term ination, the controversial but 
now  discredited U.S. government 
policy of revoking federal 
recognition of tribes and cutting off 
support for them.
The water, an even more 
valuable resource, was next. When 
a  sm all pow er com pany called 
M ontana Power set its sights on a 
portion of the Flathead River for a 
large hydroelectric dam , the tribes 
d id  not know  how  to say no. The 
elders remember the men from the 
governm ent and the power 
com pany w ho would mingle 
through crowds of Indians at 
pow w ow s and give money and 
food away. The place they chose on 
the Flathead w as a sacred place, but 
no one argued. Many Indians were 
em ployed by the pow er com pany 
to  help  build  w hat w ould be the 
Kerr Dam.
"They've always been able to 
skin the Indian out, because at the 
tim e he d id n 't know any better,"
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V V there w as 
water, th a t's  w here 
the people wer~
The w ater w aF- 
to us. The old 
saying is: 'If  you 
d o n 't take care of 
anything, it w ill be 
taken aw ay from 
you .' W ithout w 
w hat w ould you 
do?"
D o l l y  L i n s e b i g l e r
K o o te n a i  E lder
T h e :  ::: . • 
e n d  < is
cvniK.il o
Lake, W lttl l  IS 
the  largest 
freshxoater lake 
w est o f  the 
G reat Lakes, is 
regulated  Ifc; 
tribes. /U  i i T c  - 
trea ty  a l k z t z  
the tribes to 
keep their 
water. Their  
control o f  the  
w ater has been 
a constan t 
source o f  
controversy  
w ith  their non-  
Indian  
neighbors.
o ther's  canoes and leaving them on the beach 
a t their destination.
Water w as their only source of 
transportation, their main source of food and 
the center o f their sim ple lives.
TV  A cC oy's cousin, Gloria Trahan, w orks at a 
-tVJLmuseum in Pablo. She leads kids 
through rooms filled w ith birch-bark canoes, 
fish traps an d  portraits of the old chiefs. More 
Indians, she says, are looking a t their 
traditional w ays and thinking, "Hey, I'm  an 
Indian. I'm  a p a rt o f th is history."
Trahan is small, like her cousin, and her 
face is m arked w ith years of emotion. She 
bustles around  the m useum  adjusting things, 
explaining how  she has seen Indians change 
in her lifetime. Some of them are using 
traditional w ays to help them overcome their 
problems, she says. They are realizing w hat is 
theirs, an d  beginning to ow n it by controlling 
it.
Trahan smiles, shaking her head. She says 
she knew the younger generation was 
different w hen her son said to her, "I w ant to 
work here w hen I grow  up."
Trahan, along w ith McCoy, helped build  a 
full-size birch-bark canoe for the m useum , a 
process she says fascinated her. W hile she w as 
trying to  hang  the canoe from the m useum  
ceiling, one of the wom en w ho was helping 
her passed ou t from holding her arm s above 
her head too long, and the canoe fell and 
broke. N ow  Trahan can 't find it. She says she 
thinks it m ust be in a storage shed. She 
shrugs, baffled, bu t doesn 't seem upset that 
her creation is lost and broken. The im portant 
part is the process.
"It's kind of scary w hen there's only one
ELDERS STILL BATHE in freezing 
streams on the Flathead Reservation 
every m orning and evening.
They believe the w ater is the source of all 
life. Even as they grow old, it helps them stay 
strong.
"W herever there was water," said Kootenai 
elder Dolly Linsebigler, "that's  where the 
people were."
The Confederated Salish and Kootenai 
Tribes of the Flathead Reservation ow n about 
half of the largest freshwater lake w est of the 
Great Lakes. The reservation w raps around 
the southern half of Flathead Lake and is 
spotted w ith other small lakes; the Flathead 
River flows through the reservation on its 
w ay to the Pacific.
Linsebigler has plenty of stories to tell 
about water. She has lived on the reservation 
all her life and grew up  playing in  the water. 
She smiles as she remembers w hat she calls "a 
long time ago," when the w ater was pure  and 
clean.
The w ater has become a source of 
controversy for the tribes during  Linsebigler's 
lifetime. Who controls the pristine water and 
rich shorelines of this nation w ithin a nation? 
W ho controls the fish, the docks, the irrigation 
water and the revenue they produce? The 
answers have been slow in coming, b u t it has 
become gradually clear to tribal leaders that 
from the same resource that has caused the 
Salish and Kootenai years o f pain  will flow 
forth renewal.
Linsebigler is one of the old, bu t she can 
handle the new. In perfect English, she 
worries about the preservation of the 
Kootenai language. She tells stories to her 
children and other Indians, b u t not to  white 
people, because she is afraid they will sell her 
stories for profit.
O f course w ater is im portant to her people, 
she says. It is the source of everything.
\ A T * y ™  McCoy is about 40 years old, but 
V V his distinct accent reveals tha t he speaks 
the Kootenai language well. He is one of the 
only people on the  reservation under 50 who 
can converse in Kootenai. H e learned it as a 
child in British Columbia.
"1 had to," he said. "My grandm other on
my dad 's side never spoke a w ord of 
English."
McCoy stands a  little taller than five 
feet. His short hair is tangled in  the back, 
as if he just woke up, bu t he has been up 
all day, meeting w ith  the elders, learning 
about the lake.
McCoy m eets the elders in the 
Flathead Reservation tow n of Elmo three 
or four times a week, and they drive around 
the reservation in a tribal Suburban. They 
show  him  sacred places, tell him  stories about 
the Flathead M onster they believe lives in the 
lake and teach him  to boil fish in clay pots 
using hot rocks. These visits are called 
"w ork," and he calls the older people "my 
elders." He considers it his responsibility to 
pass on their stories, custom s and language. 
He is a link between generations.
McCoy teaches the Kootenai language at 
the tribally ow ned Salish Kootenai College in 
Pablo, across the highw ay from the tribal 
headquarters. He is eager to teach more 
classes about Kootenai traditions, especially 
birch-bark canoe-building. There is a glimmer 
in his eyes as he exam ines the foot-and-a-half 
long model canoe he built w ith the help of a 
friend. It is intricately designed. His ancestors, 
he explains, could build a full-size canoe in a 
day. They had so m any canoes that they could 
travel from shore to  shore, sharing each
16 The U niversity of M ontana
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FLATHEAD
said Therriault.
The w ater that w as the center of 
the Indians' traditions, their sacred 
places, even their sim ple bathing 
practices, w as blocked by walls of 
cement more than 200 feet high. 
The white m an now  had control of 
the level o f the w ater in Flathead 
Lake. The source of life, in many 
ways, was becoming the source of 
destruction as well.
Therriault says he and other Indians had "visions" of 
education and independence for 
the tribes. Some of them did not 
give up. They d id n 't completely 
understand its role at the time, but 
the starting point for the change 
they sought w as th e  water. The 
source of all life w ould be their 
source of power, confidence and 
control.
Those w ho fed the future of the 
tribes in the 1970s and '80s did so 
from courtrooms, surrounded by 
men in suits and a  culture unlike 
their own. Just as their ancestors 
had once left birch-bark canoes, 
expertly constructed, on the 
shorelines for others to use, tribal 
lawyers left behind legal 
precedents that w ould transport 
the tribes securely into the next 
generation.
In  the 1970s, a property owner 
nam ed James Nam en built a dock 
below the high w ater line w ithout 
getting a perm it from the tribes.
The treaty guaranteed them the 
right to enforce w ater usage laws, 
so the tribes filed a lawsuit. The 
case w ent to the 9th U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals, and the tribes 
won in 1982, establishing w ater as 
a source of hope, but not without 
great controversy.
Conservation of this life-giving 
resource began w ith its regulation.
"This tribe set the pace," said 
Lloyd Jackson, sitting proudly 
behind his desk in the Shoreline 
Protection Office. N o tribe had 
ever m onitored non-members 
before.
Jackson w as hired in 1983 to 
start m onitoring the shorelines of 
the south end of Flathead Lake.
His first task was to get all the 
property owners on the lake to 
register their docks. When he 
moved into his office, Jackson 
says, he pu t up  a m ap behind his 
desk and started m arking w ith a 
pin each person w ho complied.
Sixteen years later, he laughs. "The first 
year 1 got six," he said. "I was probably 
called everything that you can even think of."
The next year, 490 people had complied. 
Neighbors talked to neighbors, and Jackson's 
line of pins began to  grow steadily around  the 
lake. Eventually, all 1,800 property owners 
registered; only 28 of them  were Native 
American.
"It's quite am azing how  it w orked," he 
said. y
Now, according to Jackson, he has about 95 
percent of property owners on his side. The 
laws his office enforces are exactly the same 
as the law s the state enforces on the other end 
of the lake.; H e says he believes the tribes 
have earned a reputation of being reasonable
C la y to n  M a t t ,  o f  the tribal w ater rights 
office, says i t 's  un likely  the Flathead 
Reservation w ou ld  be such an economic 
success i f  i t  w a s n 't  located in such  a 
resource-rich area. H e  added that luck also  
helped the tribes.
B e lo w .W a yn e  M c C o y , w ho teaches the 
Kootenai language a t Salish Kootenai College, 
holds a traditional w illo iv  f is h  trap and  birch- 
bark canoe m odel tha t he constructed. H is  
Kootenai ancestors could build  the fu ll-s ize , 
12-foot models in  a day. M cC oy and  his 
cousin, Gloria Trahan, are tw o o f  the last tribal 
m embers ivho knoiv how  to build  the canoes.
and fair.
Jackson and the tribal Shoreline Protection 
Office have a small staff. Jim Westerman 
w orks in the office and spends about three 
days every week on the lake. He drives 
through snow, rain and wind to examine the 
docks people are building.
He knows just about every inch of the 
south end of the lake. There are six horses on 
the lake's Wildhorse Island, he says with 
confidence, and yes, it w as his own 
grandm other w ho started the bighorn sheep 
population on the island-after her neighbors 
com plained about the sheep living next door 
to  them in Elmo. i : .'i
He rides in com fortable silence, anchors oh 
shorelines and takes pictures of docks under 
construction, m aking sure they w on 't cause 
erosion. He takes h is  job very seriously,*'
because he is w orking directly to preserve a 
family and tribal heirloom.
He says he used to get the finger a lot, but 
now a w ave hello is more common. People 
trust him now, he says.
The license for M ontana Power Co.'s Kerr Dam ran ou t in 1985, and the tribal 
council, which by then included four college 
graduates, sa t dow n to discuss its rights. They 
were not getting as m uch money in rent as 
the land was w orth, and it was, legally, their 
I hey studied the treaty and began to 
prepare a case. Their ancestors' provision 
m ade it possible to use the old words, now 
typed neatly and saved on com puter disk, to 
control the things they owned.
"The idea w as that we had a chance to
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/ /  T  A 7 E REALIZED, V V Well, hell, le t's
just tell them  n o . ... 
We started  taking 
th ings to court and 
w e started  using the 
law. We started  to 
exercise the 
authority  w e d id  
have."
Ron T h e r r i a u l t
F o r m e r  T r ib a l  C h a i r m a n
Jo sh u a  B ig  S a m  peers over a railing as he w atches h is fa ther, N elson, a tribal member, f is h  o f f  a pier on Flathead Lake.
apply for the license by ourselves," said 
Therriault. The tribes had no experience 
controlling a hydroelectric dam , so they struck 
a new deal w ith M ontana Power instead.
“We realized. Well, hell, let's just tell them 
'n o '/ ' he said. "Rather than letting them take 
the issue, we increased the law firm that we 
had, w e started taking things to court and we 
started using the law. We started to exercise 
the authority w e d id  have."
O pposition to aggressive tribal legal action 
has always been fierce. An organization called 
the Flathead Lakers sen t a letter to all 
property owners in 1958 suggesting that 
property owners "refuse to pay the tribal fee, 
which in reality is taxation without 
representation ... refuse to allow a tribal 
member on  your property ... [and] refuse to 
obtain a perm it from the tribe.
"You can sit on your hands and allow the 
tribal government [in which you have no 
voice, vote, o r representation] to completely 
dom inate you and exert com plete jurisdiction 
over you and your property-or you can act," 
the letter says.
Matt says anti-Indian feelings are still 
common on  the reservation.
"The more effort we p u t forward, the more 
effort there is to try  to  stop  us," he said. "You 
want controversy? S tart here."
Therriault agrees, remembering people's 
response to  rising tribal confidence and 
control.
"Everyone all of a  sudden  is angry a t you 
because you 're  not being a good little Indian 
anym ore," he said.
Therriault sees the  negotiation in  1985 as a 
major turning point for the tribes. The water 
flowing through the dam , a  source of 
electricity for thousands of M ontanans, - 
became a source of confidence and economic 
success for the tribes.
they are investing so  they can buy back some 
of their land, as well as the dam  itself. 
M ontana Power also is training tribal 
m em bers in hydroelectric pow er so  the 
Indians will be able to operate the dam  
them selves w hen the lease runs ou t in 2015.
Therriault says the tribes could have taken 
the m oney in a lum p sum, instead of little by 
little, w hich in his view w ould have been 
disastrous. They w ouldn 't have been 
investing in the future. Instead, he says, with 
the sam e sense of provision his ancestors had 
w hen they signed the treaty in 1855, they 
chose to  invest in "the generations to come."
The rights to control the water, M att says, 
are rights the tribes have always had. 
Gradually, they are gaining the knowledge 
required to take them back.
"I th ink tribal members can take m uch 
pride  in w hat we have," he said. More and 
m ore people are feeling tha t pride, and more
and more are having the courage to leave the 
reservation, go to college, and come back with 
knowledge that will help bring m ore success 
to  the tribes, he says. The reservation is home 
for them.
She is afraid of change bu t has hope. Linsebigler, the Kootenai elder, has asked 
young people w hat they th ink is im portant, 
and m any of them  tell her the  w ater is.
The large turquoise rings on  both  of 
L insebigler's hands are the color of water. 
They stand ou t in stark contrast against her 
coffee cup as she speaks intensely, her brow 
furrowed. She is worried. She believes firmly 
tha t w ater is the source of all life, and she 
w on 't be around forever to m ake sure the next 
generation holds onto tha t tradition.
"The w ater was given to  us," she said.
"The old saying is, 'If you d o n 't take care of 
anything, it will be taken aw ay from you.' "
J im  W e s te rm a n , a  tribal 
m em ber o f  Kootenai descent, 
has ivorked fo r  the tribes' 
Shoreline Protection O ffice  
as a f ie ld  technician fo r  70 
years. W esterm an patrols 
Flathead Lake, checking that 
docks are constructed  
properly. FJe says th e  tribes' 
regulation  o f  the lake is 
preserving  it  fo r  fu tu r e  
generations.
The tribes now  receive $9 million a  year for the land the dam  is on, m uch of which
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Tainted 
Land
T h e  Z o r tm a n  a n d  L a n d u s k y  m in e s  were one o f  the  w orld's largest open-pit cyanide heap- 
leach m in in g  operations. A  cyanide solu tion  spill in  1983 there w as the largest in  M ontana.
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FROM ACROSS HIS LIVING ROOM, Ken "G us" H elgeson's 
past and fu ture stare back at him.
O n the wall opposite his favorite chair is 
a photograph—8 by 10, black an d  white, 
fram ed in w ood, an d  nearly  a century old— 
of his great-great-great-grandfather, 
A ssiniboine Chief Enemy Killer, w hose 
legacy has becom e H elgeson 's passion.
Helgeson is a founding m em ber of Island 
M ountain Protectors, an environm ental group 
that lists "everybody w ho drinks water" as 
members. They aim  to clean up  the pollution 
from the Zortm an and Landusky gold mines 
located just southeast of the Fort Belknap 
Reservation in north-central M ontana. The 
m ines have generated more than $25 million. 
The Gros Ventre and Assiniboine Indians on 
the reservation have never reaped those 
benefits, bu t they are paying the price for a 
decision forced on them by the U.S. 
governm ent more than a century ago—and 
reluctantly agreed to  by Enem y Killer.
In 1895, the federal governm ent 
renegotiated the reservation boundaries with 
the Indians. In exchange for a mineral-laden 
portion of their land—a little m ore than 40,000 
acres in the heart o f the Little Rocky 
Mountains—the governm ent paid  them 
$360,000, and agreed to provide them with 
needed money, food and supplies for 10 years. 
The tribes, however, agreed only to give up 
"just that little strip  of land there where the 
mines are"—not "the timber, nor the grass, 
nor the water," docum ents record one Gros 
Ventre as saying during  the negotiations. The 
tim ber was lost in a devastating fire in the 
Little Rocky M ountains in 1936— a fire that 
w as widely reported to have started in one of 
the m ining camps. And the grass and the 
w ater are slowly being contam inated by the 
mine pollution.
N ow  Helgeson is fighting to return  the 
m ountains to their original condition.
"I'm  going to die in a courthouse." 
Helgeson spoke w ith a laugh, but don 't 
m istake it for insincerity. The man who 
operates "m ine central" ou t of his home in the 
reservation town of Lodgepole is serious 
about his cause.
Helgeson stands over 6 feet tall, with dark 
hair and features tha t obscure the Norwegian 
heritage on  his father’s  side. He spends his 
days w orking his and his m other's ranches of
2,000 combined acres and 300 cattle on the 
reservation. He spends his nights grabbing 
frequently interrupted sleep, because when 
the muse hits him , he jum ps out of bed to 
w rite poetry about the mines' destruction.
We the people, who have lived on this 
Land that the Creator had said you 
Co hand in hand 
Keep it as I made it, for all 
Things will help you.
H e is stretched ou t in a chair, relaxing. His 
darkly shaded eyeglasses w ould hide what 
he 's thinking if he w eren 't so  quick to tell you.
"W hat w e have here is industry, coming 
into a poor economy, that felt like they could 
do  as they dam n well please," Helgeson said.
This is how open-pit heap-leach m ining left 
the land: An aerial view of the m ines shows
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two bare m ountains, tops blown away, with 
layers of d irt and rock easing dow n like the 
steps of a staircase to an unnaturally green 
cyanide pool. Surrounding the mines are 
m ountains thick w ith pine trees, stream s and 
wildlife. From the air, they appear to have 
been untouched.
Over the decades before 1979, a num ber of 
m ining interests prospected about $25 million 
in gold ou t o f the Little Rocky M ountains. In 
1979, Pegasus Gold Corp. w on a perm it to 
reopen the Zortm an and Landusky m ines and 
extract any remaining gold. The perm it 
allowed the corporation to use an 
experimental and controversial process 
known as open-pit cyanide heap-leach 
mining. The process extracted very low-grade 
ore and a high tonnage of rock—as m uch as 
120 tons of ore and waste rock are m ined to 
produce an  ounce of gold.
Pegasus expanded the Zortm an m ine 11 
times—and the Landusky mine 10 times—  
between 1979 and 1996, m ining more than 209 
million tons of rock and m aking the mines 
one of the largest cyanide heap-leach m ining 
operations in the world.
During the 15 years it operated the mines, 
Pegasus com m itted 22 water-quality 
violations. In 1983, cyanide solution spilled 
from the two mines, contam inating Ruby 
Creek. Today it remains the largest cyanide 
solution spill in Montana.
Around that time, tribal members at the 
southern end of the reservation began to  find 
dead fish and wildlife, Helgeson said. Native 
plants often used for medicine disappeared 
along the banks of rivers and streams. 
Residents com plained of thyroid disease, fast- 
m oving cancers and an increased num ber of 
stillborn babies.
"N ative people are close to nature, and
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K en " G u s "  H e lg e so n  does ranch w ork in Lodgepole. H e is fo u n d e r  o f  the env ironm en ta l g ro u p  Island M o u n ta in  Protectors fo r  "everybody w h o  drinks water.
whenever som ething goes wrong w ith nature, 
w e're usually the first to know about it," said 
Joe Azure, founder of another environmental 
group called Red T hunder that has produced 
several docum entary videos about the mine 
pollution.
A zure created Red Thunder in  1989. Just 
the year before, Helgeson w orked with other 
area residents to create Island Mountain 
Protectors. In 1991, the two groups filed an 
"intent to sue" m otion as a citizen group and 
in 1994, Island M ountain Protectors and 
Assiniboine an d  Gros Ventre tribes on  the 
reservation jointly filed a lawsuit under the 
Clean Water Act.
"Filing under the Clean Water Act w as the 
quickest w ay to stop  the m ining," said 
William "Snuffy" Main, a 15-year veteran of 
the tribal council.
Production halted at the mines in 1996 
while a federal court considered the tribes' 
appeal to overturn  a proposed expansion 
permit. The size of the m ines then stood at 
about 2380 acres, w ith  the p its totaling about 
400 acres. The proposed expansion would 
have m ore than tripled the size of the pits 
alone.
Eventually the law suit was settled for $37 
million, the largest Clean Water Act settlement 
in M ontana history. The settlem ent included 
$1 million that w ent directly to the tribes. The 
rest of the m oney w as to go tow ard the
com pletion of health and aquatic studies and 
w ater im provem ent systems on  the 
reservation.
But like m any m ining com panies penalized 
for pollution, Pegasus Gold Corp. filed for 
bankruptcy in January 1998. U nder the 
bankruptcy reorganization plan, the tribes 
settled for $1.2 million of the $1.5 million 
necessary to com plete the rem aining projects.
" I t 's  no t like they 're really paying the 
tribes, just allow ing the tribes to com plete the 
projects," said Tim Coulter of the Indian Law 
Resource Center in Helena, one of the firms 
representing the tribes.
M ain criticized the decision. "The consent 
decree said that Pegasus was responsible to 
pay regardless o f the costs," he said. "By 
accepting the bankruptcy money, w e're  now 
lim ited w ithin that money. If the costs go over, 
w e need to  come up  w ith additional money."
The tribes and Island M ountain Protectors 
also have taken legal action against both  the 
state an d  the federal governm ent to compel 
full reclamation of the mines. Helgeson and 
Coulter say neither the state nor the federal 
Bureau of Land M anagem ent has considered a 
full range of alternatives for reclamation of 
the mines.
"The federal governm ent d id n 't do enough 
to protect tribal water, land, health and other 
resources," C oulter said. In a  breakthrough 
decision for the tribes last year, the Interior
Board of Land Appeals required the Bureau of 
Land M anagem ent to gather m ore data before 
accepting a reclamation plan.
The environm ental im pact statem ent that 
had been com pleted in 1996 during  the 
expansion perm it process w as the first 
com pleted by Pegasus on the Z ortm an and 
Landusky mines. The tribes an d  Island 
M ountain Protectors say the statem ent 
inadequately considers potential effects on 
ground w ater and the tribes' trust resources, 
and that a new environm ental im pact 
statem ent is necessary.
The problem , Coulter said, is tha t the state 
and federal governm ent appear w illing to 
accept Pegasus's proposed $30 million in 
reclamation, a figure tha t closely coincides 
w ith the dollar am ount—$30.6 million— in 
bonds that Pegasus had to  p u t u p  for 
reclamation of the two sites.
"M ontana w ants to jum p in, d o  half-assed 
w ork and say it's  OK, it's  done— but th is stuff 
w on 't go aw ay unless you do  a dam n  good 
job on it," said Helgeson. "The state doesn't 
have a conscience as far as I can see, and the 
feds are the sam e way."
The tribes, meanwhile, have h ired  a mining 
engineer to develop their ow n reclamation 
plan. Coulter said their p lan  w ould require 
$120 million, and several m ore years, to  do 
the job properly the first time. The tribes' plan 
w ould cover up  all acid and pollution-
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H e lg e so n  inspects and  feed s som e o f h is 300 cattle. Helgeson fears tha t the m ines' po llu tion  is "gonna g e t in to  m y  cows, and I 'm  not 
g iv in g  them  aw ay."  W ith  ranch w ork done, he goes home to m ore ivork fo r  h is environm ental group , o ften  on the phone w ith  lawyers.
producing materials, w hile the plan 
favored by the Bureau of Land M anagement 
and the state w ould leave m ost o f the pit 
walls bare and exposed to precipitation.
"The M ontana Constitution says that all 
lands disturbed by the taking of natural 
resources shall be reclaimed," Coulter said. 
"Does leaving p it walls bare mean 
reclaiming? I d o n 't think so."
Coulter said that if the M ontana 
Constitution m eans w hat state agencies say it 
m eans, it should then read "reclamation will 
happen unless it's too difficult, inconvenient, 
o r the mine doesn 't m ake a profit."
"The bottom  line is, the federal and state 
governm ents should not have let this happen 
to  begin w ith," Coulter said.
"The mine w as a  test," tribal council 
member M ain said, referring to the 
experimental m ining technique Pegasus used.
"W e'll never know 
the im pact for 
generations. Now 
the reclamation is 
just another test 
case."
The bankrupt Pegasus Gold Corp. no 
longer exists, and its court-appointed trustee 
resides in New York— leaving state and 
federal governm ent agencies to deal w ith the 
controversy surrounding the cleanup.
Scott H aight, m ineral resource specialist 
w ith the federal Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM), said the reclamation plan proposed by 
the tribes has some good ideas that could be 
incorporated into the final course of action.
He added, however, that the key elements of 
the tribes' p lan  are no t feasible because they 
require m oving w aste from the southern end 
of the mine pits to the northern end, a process
the BLM has deemed 
potentially dangerous to the 
reservation's w ater supply.
"It really comes dow n to the 
am ount of pit backfill," Haight 
said. "One, it's uneconomic. 
Two, it's environm entally 
unsound, and three, it w asn 't 
the tribes' chosen alternative 
three years ago." Haight said 
that in 1996, when seven 
reclamation proposals were 
considered at the tim e of the 
environm ental impact 
statem ent (EIS), 136 of 368 
com m ent letters from the 
reservation favored the 
reclamation plan selected by the 
state and federal governm ents.
"They've said since then that 
they changed their minds, but 
proposal num ber three was 
chosen and bonded during  the 
EIS process," Haight said.
An official of the state agency involved in 
the reclamation said the departm ent is 
following the standards that the state 
legislature established w ith the passage of the 
Metal M ining Reclamation Act. "Our 
reclamation plan m eets the requirem ents of 
the statutes for reclamation," said Jan 
Sensibaugh, adm inistrator of the perm itting 
and com pliance division of the state 
D epartm ent of Environmental Quality.
However, she w ould no t com m ent on 
w hether the  statu tes for reclamation are 
stringent enough.
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Flight
of the
Elderly
Fort B elknap  sen io rs  m u st 
leave th e  re se rv a tio n  to 
receive lo n g -te rm  h ea lth  
care— b u t th a t  m ay  change.
Kermit H orn’s dream  house is a hom e for 
elders that w ould reverse w hat he finds is a 
disturbing trend w ithin the tribe: the flight of 
about 70 senior citizens to long-term care 
facilities off the Fort Belknap Reservation.
The elders are scattered throughout cities 
that circle the reservation: Wolf Point, Chinook, 
Malta, Havre, Great Falls, Browning, and even 
as far aw ay as Billings.
"It's like culture shock for a lot of them,” 
saidH om , an adm inistrative assistant in the 
tribal health departm ent. "Non-Indian rest 
homes are very different."
H orn hopes to create a hom e sim ilar to  one 
he visited on the Crow Reservation, with 
"Indian people taking care of Indian people."
He said he also hopes his Fort Belknap version 
can offer the kinds of activities that he believes 
Indian people need, such as familiar native 
music and sm oking—"a big no-no in non- 
Indian nursing homes.”
Horn added  that he understands the 
reluctance of elders to leave the reservation, on 
a personal level. O ver the past six years,
Horn's m other was transferred to three 
different nursing hom es in the region before 
her death in December. "It w as sad, because 
she always w anted to come hom e every time 
we w ent to visit her," Horn said.
Theresa Lamebull says she doesn 't w ant to 
leave home. She is 93 and has lived on the 
reservation all of her life. "I w ouldn 't live w ith 
[strangers], and I w ou ldn ’t go to a nursing 
home," she said. "1 w ant to die in this house.”
Ovilla Kirkaldie, 79, has different reasons 
for preferring in-house care. Several years ago, 
she removed her husband, a stroke victim, 
from a Malta nursing hom e after finding him  
naked from the w aist down.
"The door w as open, and he w as lying there 
just staring a t  the wall," she said. H aving him 
home again has "been quite a challenge ...
[but] it's not difficult. I love him. H e's my 
husband."
H orn said the tribes should provide the 
option for long-term care for all tribal 
members—not just the elderly.
"I have a classmate, about 36, w ith a head 
injury from  a  car wreck," H orn said. The man 
has been in a  Malta rest hom e for the last 10 
years because his family is unable to care for 
him  a t home.
"And there are o thers w ho are even 
younger," he said, w hich is w hy he prefers to 
call h is dream  house a "long-term care home."
It's a dream  he doesn 't intend to  abandon 
any time soon. "I'm not going to give up  just 
because my m other died," H orn said.
—Shannon D ininny
D o ra  H e lg e so n , 84, is treated b y  n urse  K a thryn  A nderson  a t the "foot c lin ic ,"  a storage room a t the H a y s ' Senior 
C itizen  Center. A nderson  and  another nurse  v is it Fort Belknap elders once a m o n th  and  charge $72 fo r  the  service.
A bove: O v i l la  K ir k a ld ie  keeps her 
husband, Bruce, com pany a t home. U nhappy  
w ith  the trea tm ent he w as receiving, she  
removed h im  fro m  an off-reservation  
n u rs in g  hom e to care fo r  h im  herself.
R ight: T h o m a s  C liff, 94, one o f  the oldest 
people on the reservation, v is its  the  Senior  
C itizen  C enter in  H ays. The cen ter provides  
elders w ith  one fre e  meal f iv e  days a week.
Above: R o s e  C o n n o r  reacts to  Phil 
LeValdo, a co m m u n ity  health  
representative. LeValdo v is its  elders once  
a w eek, b rings m edication a n d  m ail, and  
checks their blood sugar a n d  blood  
pressure. Connor, confined to a 
wheelchair, embroiders, reads and  
w atches television  to pass the  time.
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A SHORT WALK FROM THE junior and senior high schools 
in the Fort Peck Reservation tow n of Poplar—through a 
neighborhood of patched-up houses, down a steep 
em bankm ent and across an open field—is a railroad trestle, 
w here trains fly across the Poplar River at open-country 
speed. It is a dangerous spot—and a popular hangout.
The riverbanks are littered w ith  beer cans, 
large plastic pop bottles and spray  paint 
containers. Young Indians, d raw n to the 
seclusion of the trestle, h ide in  its nooks to 
engage in som ething tha t is potentially as 
lethal as the high-speed train  traffic that 
rushes past them. They "huff." They fill their 
containers w ith gasoline and household 
chemicals such as Lysol and paint, and inhale 
the fumes to  get high.
George Walking Eagle knows the trestle 
well—he's spent a lot of time looking for his 
son there. Sometimes he found him; more 
often he saw other teens, some as young as 11. 
One time, he said, a  train just missed a boy 
w ho seemed not even to notice.
"I was scared," Walking Eagle said. "So 
m any times I thought I m ight find my son 
dead. There are a lot of kids ou t there in 
trouble." The experience of an 11-year-old 
acquaintance prom pted Walking Eagle's trips 
to the site: The boy, w ho was huffing gasoline,
suffered serious burns on his legs when his 
friends accidentally ignited him  w ith a lighter 
they were playing w ith. (Walking Eagle's son 
is not nam ed a t the request o f tribal 
authorities on the reservation.)
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"H uffing is a terrible addiction," Walking 
Eagle said.
The rise of "huffing" and other d rug  use— 
along w ith their dangerous and tragic 
consequences—led authorities of Fort Peck's 
Assiniboine and Sioux tribes to launch a 
crackdown on juvenile delinquents. In 1996, 
the last full year of policing by the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs, there were 712 juvenile arrests 
on the reservation. The next year, when Fort 
Peck took over policing duties, those arrests 
jum ped to 1,180. This is the most significant 
increase in a juvenile arrest trend that rose 150 
percent from 1994 to  1998.
Fort Peck authorities did not stop at simply 
making more arrests, though. Last year, they 
launched w hat they call a "restorative" drug 
prevention program  that not only has 
changed lives but also has pu t the reservation 
on the cutting edge of criminal justice across 
the nation. The C om m unity Wellness Court, 
as Fort Peck adm inistrators prefer to call it,
T he s ig n  at left po in ts to new  tribal offices outside Poplar. W ith  the  
success o f  n ew  program s such as Fort Peck's d ru g  court, young  
people on the  reservation m a y no t agree w ith  the sign  a t right.
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has thrown parents in jail when their children 
break the law.
Huffing has become a trend in America's 
rural areas an d  is not unique to Fort Peck. In 
1998,21 percent o f eighth graders had used 
inhalants, according to the National Institute for 
Drug Abuse. Like other rural areas, Fort Peck is 
a small com m unity tha t cannot afford to have its 
future—young people—destroyed by drug- and 
alcohol-inspired crime.
Walking Eagle's son w as one of eight youths 
chosen for the first-ever juvenile d rug  court in 
Indian Country, a program  for which Fort Peck 
has high hopes. Even though the program  is in 
its infancy, it already has the attention of other 
M ontana tribes. The Fort Belknap, Rocky Boy's 
and N orthern Cheyenne reservations have 
asked Fort Peck officials how they received their 
Department of Justice grant.
The Walking Eagles could no t pass up  the 
opportunity to participate. Their son w as almost 
certain to be placed in detention after being 
caught w ith inhalants. Drug court w as by far the 
better option for her son, said Beverly Walking 
Eagle, George's wife.
Drug courts hold parents just as legally 
accountable as their children. U nder probation 
agreements, when the children stray from the 
court-imposed strict regim en of counseling 
sessions, curfews or d rug  tests, they are sent to a 
juvenile detention center—and their parents go 
to jail.
Beverly Walking Eagle was jailed for the first
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Left: S h e r ry  C o m e s L a s t ,
15, says th e  d ru g  court 
"changed m y  w hole  
a ttitu d e ."  She even  has a 
chance a t m a k in g  the  
honor roll a t W o lf P o in t 
H igh School. H er  fa ther, 
A l  C om esLast, righ t, is 
" ju s t happy tha t she w en t 
through th is to  correct 
her y o u n g  life before it 
g o t o u t o f  hand ."
I
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Jo sh  a n d  B r ia n  E ag le  p lay  outside the abandoned boxing  club on  ‘Cockroach H ill , 'a  Poplar neighborhood located near the railroad trestle  th a t has become a teena  ’
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time in her life because her son  broke a 
court-im posed curfew. The tw o-day stint 
caused her to believe that the program  might 
be a bit heavy-handed.
"Certainly it does involve the parents and 
force them to stick w ith it," she said. "But, no,
I d id n 't like it. I d o n 't know w hat it is 
supposed to prove."
The Walking 
Eagles have to make 
certain that their son 
is available for drug 
tests, drug 
counseling sessions 
an d  m eetings with 
the judge every week 
to determ ine if any 
violations by either 
parents o r  child have 
taken place. They 
have to rearrange 
their lives to ensure 
that their son meets 
the strict
requirem ents of the ---------------------------------
court, or pay the 
penalty—jail time.
It has hit their pocketbook, too.
Since he w orks 50 miles outside of Poplar, 
George W alking Eagle sometim es has to leave 
his construction site early to m eet the 
num erous appointm ents required by the 
court. This costs him  as m uch as $29 per hour.
"Some people are no t going to  like it, but 
w hen they see how  good it is for their kids, I
think they will think differently," Walking 
Eagle said. In fact, the Walking Eagles credit 
the drug  court w ith saving their son 's life. 
"It's really helped my kid, his lifestyle has 
even changed—he’s like a different person 
now."
Their son w as chosen because he fit the 
profile of a prim e drug  court candidate—a
w:E'RE NOT sticking our 
head in the sand 
and  saying it 
doesn 't exist."
Sonny A rc h dal e
t r u a n c y  o f f i c e r  
Wolf  P o in t  High School
history of crime that is not the result of anti­
social behavior, bu t of d rug  or alcohol abuse.
In exchange for a  guilty plea, the tribes 
give treatm ent, counseling and an expunged 
record. G iven that incentive, few families who 
are offered the program  turn  it down, said 
Rita Weeks, a Fort Peck tribal court official.
"There is som e resistance from parents," 
she said. "It's different. Previously kids were
T asha  a n d  J a s m in e  J a c k s o n  p lay in  their back ya rd  in  the  ‘W est E n d ' housing  project o f  W o lf Point. Abandoned, vandalized vehicles, litter  
a n d  other evidence o f  harsh liv in g  conditions are no t uncom m on in  the h ousing  projects o f  the Fort Peck Reservation.
held entirely responsible; now  the parents are, 
as well."
This is the most significant difference from 
traditional criminal sentences: The tribes, 
which have been struggling to get parents 
involved, can now  force them to closely 
m onitor their children and hold them liable 
for any w rongdoing, Weeks said.
Even though their resources are 
lim ited, court officials said this 
program  is w orth their time. 
A pparently other com munities 
across the country agree.
According to a Departm ent of 
Justice survey, there were 264 drug 
courts in operation in 1998, 
although only half have existed for 
a t least two years. In addition, there 
are 166 jurisdictions w ith  p lans to 
create one.
Fifteen of those in operation are 
on  Indian reservations across the 
country, including the juvenile court 
at Fort Peck. Last year, three percent
  of the $30 million the D epartm ent of
Justice granted for d ru g  courts w ent 
to reservations. Three percent m ay not seem 
like a lot, bu t Native Americans m ake up  only 
1 percent of the population, according to the 
C ensus Bureau.
The disproportionately high am ount 
tagged for reservations may be because tribes 
such as Fort Peck's Assiniboine and Sioux 
find it suits their needs.
"We have very few criminally minded
people around here. Most 
all o f it [crime on the 
reservation] is drug- or 
alcohol-related," Weeks 
said.
Calvin Red Thunder, 
director of Fort Peck Public 
Safety, believes this method 
of justice more closely 
dovetails w ith traditional 
m ethods of tribal justice. 
Tribal courts have 
historically stressed 
counseling o r  family 
intervention over jail 
time—exactly w hat the 
drug  courts provide, he 
said.
As federal authorities are 
recognizing the importance 
of justice that includes 
rehabilitation, Fort Peck is 
eager to embrace the 
turnabout.
"N ow  restorative justice 
is becoming a popular 
thing to do— they have 
come full circle," Red 
T hunder said of federal 
program s. "That restorative 
justice idea has always been 
a critical com ponent of 
w hat we do here."
But as Fort Peck took 
aggressive law  enforcement 
measures to curb juvenile 
crime, the publicity about 
the increased arrest levels 
cam e w ith  a penalty: the 
stigma of being a 
com m unity akin to 
gangland. This reputation 
steers aw ay visitors and 
business investment,
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" I
WAS SCARED. 
So m any  tim es I 
though t I m ight 
find m y son  cj: :  j
George W a l k i n g -  
t r ib a l
G eorge a n d  B e v e r ly  W a lk in g  E a g le 's  lives have changed dram atically since their son  ivas se n t to  d ru g  court. The cost: B everly W alking  
Eagle w as jailed fo r  th e  first tim e  in  her life. The reward: A  n ew  lease on life fo r  their son. "People should  start respecting th is  program ,"  
George W alking  Eagle said. "It's  really helped m y  kid . H is  lifesty le  has even changed— he's like a d ifferent person now ."
costing the tribes jobs, according to  Red 
Thunder.
Crime on the reservation has no t increased, 
but the policing effort and num ber of arrests 
have, he said. In past years, there have been 
as few as six tribal officers and recently as 
many as 18—the num ber they w ould like to 
maintain.
It's a double-edged sword: Address the
crime problem, see m ore arrests _______
and then be placed under public 
scrutiny for a crim e problem  that 
is out of control.
It m ight be a sm all price to pay 
for a reservation that is trying to 
solve juvenile crime, som e officials 
say. No longer are tribal 
authorities underreporting  their 
crime statistics, as the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs w as blam ed for 
doing, to protect their reputation.
"It's more conscientious 
reporting that we have now," said 
Sonny Archdale, the truancy 
officer at Wolf Point H igh School.
"W e're no t sticking our head in the 
sand and saying it doesn 't exist."
A lthough this stigm a m ight not seem fair, 
it is not going to stop  Weeks from moving 
forward w ith the program  she said addresses 
the tribes’ very future.
"This is m y num ber one concern," said 
Weeks. "O ur w hole com m unity needs to take 
care of these kids, o r  w hat else do  w e have? 
We all have a role in this child 's life."
Weeks is excited about the prospects for 
Fort Peck's d rug  court program .
"M aybe, finally, w e are doing som ething 
right, doing som ething good," she said. "I feel 
really positive about this. It is my favorite
program  I've been involved with."
G iven the early successes. Weeks hopes to 
expand the program  to as many as 30 
participants in the near future from its current 
eight. If the Departm ent of Justice grant does 
not continue, she said she plans to  lobby for 
tribal resources for the program.
George W alking Eagle hopes that the 
program  will continue, despite its strenuous
/ / o:UR WHOLE com m unity  
needs to take care 
of these kids, or 
w hat else do  we 
have?"
Ri ta  W e e k s
t r i b a l  c o u r t  o f f ic ia l
w ithheld. However, A1 Com esLast insisted 
that she be identified because he w ants 
everyone to know her story, especially the 
success of her rehabilitation.
She says the program  has com pletely 
changed her. Gone is the destructive and 
angry pre-teen, replaced by a girl thoughtful 
beyond her years. The soft-spoken, yet open 
teenager already had been in and ou t o f the
________ tribes' detention center m ore than
once. Drinking w ith  friends, fighting 
w ith her sister and skipping school 
were her crimes; the drug  court was 
her sentence.
"It changed m y w hole attitude," 
Sherry Com esLast said. "I quit
drinking an d  have even started
requirem ents. "People should start respecting 
this program ," he said. O ther families of the 
first group to go through the  Com m unity 
Wellness C ourt agree.
A1 Com esLast said he has noticed a 
rem arkable change in  his daughter, Sherry, 
since she w as ordered to drug  court after four 
offenses, including a drunk-driving charge.
He thanks drug-court counselors—even 
though an  infraction by h is daughter lancJed 
his w ife in jail.
The daughter. Sherry ComesLast, is 15, and 
tribal court officials asked that her nam e be
getting better grades."
Now she goes to  class religiously 
and has a chance a t m aking the 
honor roll, an  achievem ent she 
w ould have previously scoffed at, 
she said.
"We learned quite a b it about 
w hat the kids think," A1 Com esLast
________  said. "M y wife an d  I learned quite a
b it about each other—an d  about our 
kids. I'm  just happy  that she  w ent through 
this [drug court] to correct her young life 
before it got o u t o f hand."
The success of the drug  cou rt's  first 
participants is im portant to  a reservation that 
is trying to reclaim its youth.
TTie W alking Eagles are p roud  of their 
son 's  accom plishm ents, b u t Poplar is a  small 
com m unity and it will be difficult for their 
son to avoid the friends and the  tem ptations 
they bring. But now, a t least, they are  hopeful.
"W e'll just go  forw ard one day a t a tim e," 
George W alking Eagle said.
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W  ■  patient, dHealing
Nation
M ary D esR osier, the first fem ale Blackfeet doctor, talks w ith  C lifford Ollinger, a diabetes 
u ring  h e r w eekly shift in the Browning H ospital Em ergency Room.
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LEONARD MOUNTAIN CHIEF was diagnosed
w ith diabetes about two years ago. His health was failing and 
ordinary treatm ents w eren 't working. He thought he was 
doom ed. Then his physician prescribed an unusual treatment: 
a sw eat lodge ceremony.
M ountain Chief recovered after receiving a 
kidney transplant and dialysis treatm ents, but 
he  said he also was thankful for the strength 
he drew  from the sweats, medicinal herbs, 
prayers and laughter of traditional Indian 
healing practices.
"I forgot I w as sick," M ountain Chief, 59, 
said in a mid-March interview near the 
Blackfeet Reservation tow n of H eart Butte, 
Mont. He seem ed tired bu t in good health. 
Long, grey hair hung along his neck in  twin 
braids. "I was cured and as well as anybody."
The combination of traditional and 
Western healing practices enhanced and 
prolonged his life, bu t on M arch 29, M ountain 
Chief died of a heart attack.
W hile M ountain C hief's treatm ents may 
be considered unusual by many, Indians 
throughout the country use sim ilar 
prescriptions for all types of ailm ents 
stem m ing from spiritual, em otional, mental 
and physical imbalances. These healing
practices are on the verge of a new era, as 
m odern doctors begin to em brace Indians' 
age-old medicine.
O n the Blackfeet Reservation, doctors have 
applied Indian healing techniques in 
conjunction w ith W estern medical practices 
for the last three to four years.
"We need to look a t the whole approach," 
said Mary DesRosier, the physician who
B l a c k f e e t  R e s e r v a t i o n
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G r e a t  Fa l l s .
prescribed M ountain Chief's sweats. "We can 
w ork together, utilizing both disciplines to 
heal people. The advantage is to the patient 
because we have tw o very good practices."
She w as clad comfortably in blue jeans and 
a T-shirt on a rare afternoon off, her glasses 
accentuating her calm, brow n eyes. Two 
plaques hang  on the wall of DesRosier's office 
in the Indian Health Service clinic in Heart 
Butte: One displays her medical degree, the 
other her residence training certificate. Within 
the plaques, below the certificates, are an 
Indian nickel, a m iniature pair of beaded 
mocassins, sprigs o f sage and eagle feathers.
DesRosier, the first female Blackfeet Indian 
physician to  practice medicine on the 
Blackfeet Reservation, is also one of the first to 
incorporate traditional Blackfeet healing 
m ethods w ith those she learned in medical 
school.
On any given day, and for a variety of 
ailments, she m ay prescribe antibiotics.
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suggest a sw eat o r refer a patient to a 
specialist -  o r a traditional healer.
Tlie federal governm ent outlawed 
traditional Indian rem edies in 1887, forcing 
traditionalists to practice the old w ays and 
share their knowledge in secret. N ot until the 
1978 Indian Religious Freedom Act w as the 
use of traditional healing m ethods m ade legal.
"Because of a lot of things the Indian 
Health Service and the governm ent did to 
discourage the use of native healing—both 
overt and covert things— there is still a lot of 
m istrust," DesRosier said. "O ne of my dream s 
is for it [incorporation) to be more accepted."
A lthough DesRosier w ould prefer that 
Western medical practioners accept traditional 
healing m ethods, she said traditionalists will 
continue using them, regardless.
"W hat w e have, we d o n 't need their 
approval to use," she said. "W hat w e have, 
w e've used for centuries, even thousands of 
years, and that's  a pretty  good record. What 
else do  we have to do  to prove to ourselves 
that w hat we have works?"
Western medical science and traditionalists 
are w orking to  bridge the historic gaps. The 
Association of American Indian Physicians 
has developed a cross-cultural program  to 
integrate traditional healing into Western 
medicine. The federal Indian Health Service 
has established a task force to study  the issue.
Dr. Walt Hollow, director o f the Native 
American Center of Excellence a t the 
University o f W ashington School of Medicine, 
has been w orking for 25 years to incorporate 
the two approaches. Hollow, an Assiniboine- 
Sioux from the Fort Peck Reservation, started 
the center in 1990 to  educate practitioners of 
Western m edicine about the virtues and
potential hazards of blending traditional 
Indian m edicines and m odern Western 
medicine.
In a  book entitled "Prim ary Care of Native 
American Patients," Hollow highlights 
differences between the two styles of 
medicinal practice. Traditional Indian 
m edicine is m ore holistic, he writes. It teaches 
the patient how  to live well and heal 
themselves; it em phasizes that social and 
spiritual aspects be looked at in conjunction 
w ith physical ailm ents to make diagnoses; 
and it prim arily uses herbal medicines. 
M odern Western medicine, on the other hand, 
uses a reductionist approach. It espouses that 
doctors d o  the healing; it teaches patients to 
rely on the medical system and rem ain sick; it 
em phasizes disease and curing; it typically 
em phasizes only  physiological aspects in 
diagnoses and generally uses 
pharmaceuticals.
The key point Hollow makes is tha t most 
tribes do  not distinguish religion from 
healing. H ealth is not only a physical state, 
b u t a  spiritual one.
DesRosier m et Hollow while getting her 
Bachelor o f Science degree a t the University of 
W ashington and has since been learning more 
cultural aspects of healing from  him.
A round the w orld, other program s and 
individuals are helping to overcome the more- 
than-a-century-old oppression of traditional 
Indian medicines. Conferences, sem inars and 
lectures are beginning to  accept the attributes 
of "alternative" medicines. Hollow says these 
efforts eventually will help heal no t just 
native people, bu t everyone.
The Indian Health Service estim ates tha t 70 
to 90 percent of on-reservation Indians use
L e o n a rd  M o u n ta in  C hiey 
a k id n ey  transp lan t tw o  y e z . t  
ago and  underw en t in ten sive  
trea tm ent o f  W estern  and  
traditional medicine. H e  
believed tha t the  com bination  
helped h im  physica lly  and  
em otionally  through  his 
w ith  diabetes. M o u n ta h  
died o f  heart com plicate  
M arch, shortly  after thi 
w as taken.
traditional medicines, depending  on  the tribe;
The D ine' (Navajo) Tribe of A rizona an d  New 
Mexico, for example, has blended the  two 
disciplines for decades, and is a m odel for 
physicians such as Hollow and DesRosier.
O n the Blackfeet Reservation, doctors are 
sending m ore patients to traditional healers, 
said Reis Fisher, Browning H ospital's service 
un it director.
"Occasionally one of our docs will refer 
patients to traditional healers," Fisher said.
"We have no policy against it o r for it, though 
we have had traditional healers give 
presentations to doctors."
W hile DesRosier and other physicians 
d o n 't prescribe traditional medicines, they 
m ay refer patients to traditional healers 
and herbalists, w ho then m ay adm inister / /  ~ \  \  7"hat c l s 6  d o  W G
their m edicine to the sick or injured.
"They have knowledge that I d o n 't 
have— and 1 d o n 't w ant to  know," she said.
"That's for them. Each person is specific to 
w hat they deal w ith."
In paym ent, the patients o r DesRosier 
m ay offer the healers gifts o f tobacco, meat, 
sw eetgrass o r blankets.
Smokey Rides A t The D oor an d  his wife,
Darnell, traditional healers w ho see some 
of DesRosier's referrals, say they are 
excited about the trend tow ard a more 
scientific acceptance of their craft.
"With all the diseases an d  sicknesses each 
culture brought to the other one, w e need  to 
use both approaches," said Smokey Rides At 
The Door.
"If w e could find that balance, w hat pow er 
w e w ould have," Darnell Rides A t The Door 
added. She said she has long lam ented that 
"there w ere no  key people in positions w ho
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Above: T om  C ra iv fo rd , a Blackfeet traditionalist, explains the 
sp ir itua l significance o f  sacred rocks used fo r  sw eat lodges. 
C raw ford often holds sw ea ts fo r  people seeking help spiritually, 
em otionally or physically.
R ight: M a r y  D e sR o s ie r  breast-feeds her 4-m onth-old  daughter, 
Rebeca, d u r in g  a break a t B row ning  Hospital Em ergency Room.
coyjd understand these things."
Then DesRosier called her.
"It was a dream ," Rides At The Door said. 
"1 was surprised that she called me for my 
help. I'm just a common person and she's so 
book-learned, but she was asking me for my 
learning. I just thought, well, this is a good 
opportunity to let those doors open a little to 
help."
DesRosier said she is reluctant to 
adm inister and prescribe certain remedies
are comparable to m ainstream  America's 
over-the-counter remedies. O n the Blackfeet 
Reservation, where m any of the plants grow 
wild, part of the healing process is in the 
gathering and collecting of these plants. Even 
more integral to "sacred medicine" is the 
ceremonial application of the medicine.
"Eighty percent of [Western] medicines 
come from plants," said Wilbert Fish, an 
ethnobotanist and M ontana State University 
extension agent for Blackfeet Community 
College. "We natives introduced settlers and 
pilgrim s to native
T he plants teach u s a lot about 
how  to live on 
Earth."
Ma r i  King
D e a n  o f  A c a d e m ic  A ffa ir s ,  
B lac k fe e t  C o m m u n i ty  C o l lege
W ilb e r t  Fish led efforts at Blackfeet C o m m u n ity  College to construct a 
$48,000 greenhouse fo r  a varie ty  o f  na tive plants.
because traditional Blackfeet m edicines are 
separated into two groups: "everybody's 
medicine" and "sacred medicine." Using and 
prescribing "everybody's m edicine" is 
som ething DesRosier and anyone else can 
do—w ith the correct approach. "Sacred 
medicine," however, is only adm inistered by 
possessors of the sacred medicine bundle, 
w hich is painstakingly achieved, carefully 
guarded and used only ceremonially.
Throughout the Blackfeet tribe, 
"everybody's medicine" is used for ailm ents 
such as cold and flu sym ptom s, back pain, 
hepatitis and diabetes. For the m ost part, they
plants and 
medicines, but 
never got 
recognition for it.
Now they [Western 
scientists] study 
them real intensely, 
trying to figure out 
what makes them 
work."
W hat makes 
them work, Fish and DesRosier contend, is 
not merely a  particular chemical in a given 
plant, bu t the plant as a whole, combined 
w ith the prayers and offerings m ade during 
its gathering and application.
"Drugs have really bad side-effects," 
DesRosier said. "If given the natural plant, in 
its natural form, the side-effects are not there 
because all the different ingredients work 
together. Drugs are too purified and the 
plants' spirits don’t w ork together like they 
were intended to."
With all the collecting of native plants 
taking place on the Blackfeet Reservation—  
both by Blackfeet them selves and by 
outsiders w ho don 't alw ays observe resource- 
protecting gathering m ethods— m any of these 
plants are in danger of extinction. And 
because of the "m ism anagem ent of cattle and 
people industries," Fish said, the land is 
being overridden by new species that hold 
little o r no medicinal properties. But Fish, in 
part, may have a solution to this problem.
Blackfeet Com m unity College, prom pted 
by Fish, recently built the first of m any state- 
of-the-art greenhouses designed to grow  a 
variety of native plants. The greenhouse, 42
feet in diam eter and 17 feet tall, is a geodesic 
dom e, constructed to imitate the circulation 
and spiritual dynam ics of a sweat lodge, 
while sustaining the strong w inds that often 
rip across the reservation. The plants will be 
used for study  and restoration of the land— 
and, eventually, to m ake m oney for the 
college. Many of the plants, most of which 
are still seedlings, already have been sold to 
organizations such as the Blackfeet tribe, 
Glacier National Park and the Bureau of Land 
Management.
The greenhouse cost about 
$48,000 to build. It is owned 
by the college and was funded 
by grants from the National 
Park Service, Bureau of 
Reclamation and Montana 
State University. But Fish said 
it really belongs to the 
community.
"The com m unity is w hat 
really m ade the greenhouse 
happen," he said. "It's been a 
big, huge com m unity effort w ith the tribe, 
schools and other volunteers helping."
Mari King, Blackfeet C om m unity College's 
dean of academic affairs, said there is also a 
spiritual elem ent to the greenhouse. Every 
morning, w orkers and students pray  w ith the 
plants so  that "they receive that goodness."
"Everyone w ho w orks here comes in w ith 
that in their hearts," she said. "That's vital 
because w e're sharing life. The plants teach 
us a lot about how  to live on Earth.
"The person has to  believe in the wisdom 
that is handed dow n. They have to trust in it. 
We have to w ant to get well."
The greenhouse and com m unity's growing 
support for the project are furthering the 
efforts o f traditionalists such as DesRosier, 
Fish and Rides At The Door. This, King 
believes, will benefit not only the Blackfeet, 
but everyone in the long run.
"In 50 years, even 10 to 15 years, we'll see 
a major impact," she said. "People will be 
blessed w ith better health and better family 
styles because they will be aw are of the 
wisdom of the plants, along w ith  knowledge 
about the purpose of hum ans to take care of 
Earth."
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E lo u ise  C o b e ll, the
lead p la in tif f  in  a 
class-action law su it 
aga inst Interior  
Secretary Bruce 
Babbitt, holds a map 
o f  her landholdings  
on the  Blackfeet 
Reservation. The 
m ap, w hich details 
her B IA -m anaged  
property, took 
m onths to acquire. 
"There are so  m any  
bureaucracies 
invo lved  here," said  
Cobell. "T h a t is part 
o f  the problem ."
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ELOUISE COBELL, A BLACKFEET, knew
she had title to land, bu t because of a system  enacted 
m ore than a century ago by the Bureau of Indian Affairs, 
she d idn 't know w here that land was or w hat w as being 
done w ith it. It took a law suit just to get a map.
"You d o n 't know how  hard  I had  to fight 
for this m ap," said Cobell, 53, the 
bespectacled, curly-haired chairwoman of the 
Blackfeet National Bank in Browning. Stacks 
of papers and books related to her lawsuit 
clutter her desk in an office decorated w ith 
feather artw ork and paintings of buffalo and 
tepees. "It's only because ... I 'm  the lead 
plaintiff of this law suit that 1 actually got a list 
of my land holdings like this. But this is not 
available to anybody. They [the BIA], in fact, 
will not tell you because they don 't even 
know."
Knowing the location of her scattered land 
sets Cobell apart from an estim ated half­
million other Indians throughout the United 
States. Besides no t know ing w here their land 
is, they d o n 't know if it is being m ined or 
leased. That's w hy Cobell filed suit against 
Secretary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt more 
than tw o years ago. N ot only is it the largest 
class-action suit ever filed by Indians—w ith 
about a half-million plaintiffs— the settlement 
could be the largest in U.S. history, w ith 
perhaps more than $20 billion a t stake.
Cobell's law suit has the potential to change
the w ay the federal governm ent has been 
doing business w ith Native Americans for 
more than a century—and could result in a 
reversal of fortunes for them in the new 
millennium. It also could alter long-held 
attitudes tow ard Indians and correct w hat 
m any call an  unfair misconception. 
Throughout the 20th century, Indians have 
been view ed, and treated, as welfare cases— 
im poverished w ards of the government. 
Cobell's case could prove that during this 
time, Indians have held title to  land that has 
produced billions of dollars in wealth they 
have no t received.
The plaintiffs say the BIA, an  agency of the 
D epartm ent of the Interior, has been negligent 
in  its role as trustee of Indian land, a system 
stem m ing from the General Allotment, o r 
Dawes, Act of 1887. The law split reservation 
land into 160-acre tracts, w hich were deeded 
to individual Indians in  an  effort to  break up 
com m unal land holdings by tribes and to 
force their m em bers to  becom e farm ers and 
assimilate. Because m any Indians a t that time 
could neither read nor w rite, the BIA became 
trustee to  the allotm ents, originally intending
to  provide banking services for "legally 
incom petent Indian adults" and Indian 
children w ithout legal guardians.
The BIA took over the task of m anaging the 
land and its assets— leasing it com petitively 
for farming, grazing, mining, tim ber o r  other 
business interests. The proceeds w ere to be 
tu rned  over to the Treasury Departm ent, 
w hich was to  pass it on to  the Indian 
landow ners via Individual Indian M oney 
accounts. However, the landow ners have 
scarcely seen the proceeds from the leases, 
and the m oney tha t does trickle in is meager.
"All this tim e, they [the BIA] got 
everybody to  the po in t of believing tha t their 
assets were actually liabilities because banks 
on the outside of the reservation w ould say, 
'You can 't m ortgage your land, you can 't do 
anything w ith that land because it's held  in 
trust,' "  Cobell said. "So everyone just threw  
their arm s u p  thinking that it w as held  in 
trust. Everybody w as prohibited because the 
BIA said, 'N o  you can 't do that.' Everybody 
got into the m ode of becoming just very 
passive landow ners because to  th is day  the 
governm ent does not let you get involved in
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leasing your own 
land."
Rex Hackler, the 
BIA's director of 
communications, said 
the system was a 
"dum b idea to begin 
w ith .... I t  w as one of 
those ideas that 
looked really good on 
paper, bu t not when 
im plem ented."
He said that about 
80 years ago, the BIA 
noticed the system 
w as headed for 
disaster, bu t nobody 
wanted to tackle the 
problem, so the issue 
w as continually 
pushed aside. "If you 
ignore a problem for 
so long, it doesn 't go 
away," he said. "It gets 
harder and more 
expensive to  fix."
It's an even bigger 
problem because of 
the fractionalization of 
the original 
allotments, according 
to  Hackler. He said the 
BIA has trusts for 55 
million acres of land 
and the average 
allotm ent has 40 
owners, although he's 
seen one parcel w ith 
more than 2,000 
owners.
W hile critics o f the 
system m aintain there 
are about 500,000 
accounts, the BIA 
estim ates there are 
about 300,000, and 
that tw o-thirds of the 
accounts hold less 
than $25, Hackler said.
Of the rem aining third 
of the accounts, he 
said, som e could 
contain millions of 
dollars.
"That's som ething tha t w ill be 
determ ined in the court case," he 
said. "Right now, w e have no 
idea, except in very few cases, of 
w hat specific account balances 
are."
Hackler said even if the 
records w ere readily available— 
som e are being shuffled am ong 
different agencies and som e are in 
warehouses, covered in  rat 
droppings— it w ould  take 
millions of dollars and a few 
years just to track dow n all the 
heirs.
Finding the paperw ork 
required by Cobell's law suit will 
cost the departm ent about $10 
million, according to  Hackler. But
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the case is finally forcing the 
reconciliation of an issue that 
should have been settled a long 
time ago, he said.
While Cobell estim ates that 
she's been shorted thousands of 
dollars, her lawsuit is less about 
m oney than principle, she said. 
But for another Blackfeet wom an, 
the missing money m ay have 
m eant an education and , she 
maintains, a better life.
Barbara Christensen, 58, said 
that because the BIA stopped 
sending her family the  mineral 
lease money du e  them, she and 
her sisters had to  qu it school. 
They couldn 't afford to  even buy 
the shoes they needed to  w alk the 
gravel road into tow n, she said.
"I feel gypped of a life, of an 
education," she said.
One or two oil wells have 
operated on her family's land for 
the better part of this century, she 
said, but in 1959, the proceeds 
from those leases stopped coming 
in. The BIA has since been 
sending about $350 a year for 
grazing leases, but the money 
hardly covers Christensen's 
expenses, she said. Recently, she 
had to take a loan ou t to pay for 
utilities, she said.
Today, Christensen lives in a 
sim ple pink house across the 
street from Browning High 
School. Her house, w hich has 
been her hom e for m ore than two 
decades, holds so few furnishings
and decorations that it 
appears she just started 
m oving in or out.
Cobell said she 'd  
been hearing about 
sim ilar problem s from 
her relatives for years, 
bu t in 1976, w hen she 
became treasurer for the 
Blackfeet Nation, she 
began noticing concrete 
examples of poor 
management, such as oil 
money that w asn't 
coming in to  the tribe as 
it should.
"W e'd get these 
prin touts w ith millions 
of dollars in trust 
accounts and they 
would be accruing a 
deficit interest," she 
said. "You know, I'm 
not very sm art, bu t I 
know that this money 
should be accruing a 
positive interest."
Cobell said that when 
she and officials of other 
tribes started 
collaborating to try to 
m ake sense of their 
finances, they found 
that everybody had  the 
sam e problem—they 
couldn 't reconcile their 
trust accounts.
She said they 
discovered the BIA was 
m anaging the accounts 
so poorly that money 
that belonged to one 
tribe w ould end up in 
another tribe 's account.
In 1996, after 
collecting enough 
evidence to back up her 
charges. Cobell filed suit 
against Babbitt for 
restitution. Babbitt was 
nam ed in the suit because 
neither the D epartm ent of 
the Interior nor the BIA 
can be sued—they are protected 
by the sovereignty of the federal 
government.
Cobell hopes that the case will 
bring m anagem ent of the trusts in 
line w ith the legal standards 
upheld by private trustees.
If Cobell and the other 
plaintiffs succeed, this case and 
the court's decision could have 
major effects on the BIA.
"This will end up  cementing 
the BIA's role into die 21st 
century because the system will 
be fixed," Hackler said. "W e're in 
a position w here it's  changing 
anyway, aside from this, tow ard 
Indian self-determination, where 
tribes will take more control of 
their own affairs."
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